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And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us (John 1,14) 

The Feast of the Nativity of the Savior Jesus Christ is by excellence the event in
salvation history that brings the greatest joy in the souls and homes of the
faithful. If at Easter the joy comes after a week of sorrow because of the
sufferings of our Lord Jesus Christ, Christmas is not overshadowed by any trace
of sadness and is fully experienced as a celebration of joy by children and
parents alike.

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3,16)

God teaches us on Christmas Day that His true sons must show brotherly love
and humility: love according to His model, who was willing to send the Son into 

These words reveal that no matter how far we look back in time, the Word of God was always present, for He is
eternal. Christ came down and lived in history, giving it meaning. Jesus chose the humblest way to enter the world,
appearing like a "child lying in a manger," and not in a shining palace, as would have been fitting for Him.

And for those of us who have received the grace of Christ, the joy of Christmas must spring from the fact that we
are and live as children of God by grace! May the Feast of Our Lord's Nativity fill our hearts with heavenly peace
and everlasting joy! Merry Christmas!

Fr. Gabriel Cupsa

the world; and humility, according to the model of the Son, who, though God by nature, did not refuse to become
man, but came down to the fallen creatures, like a servant, to raise all with Him to the Kingdom.
 Christmas is, without a doubt, God's gift to the whole world, for children and adults, for sinners and saints, for
heavenly and angelic hosts, for shepherds and magi.





Our Families’ Weekly Best Gift

Annual
Income

2.5% 5% 10%

$20,000 $9.60 $19.25 $38.50

$50,000 $24.00 $48.00 $96.00

$75,000 $36.00 $72.00 $144.00

$100,000 $48.00 $96.00 $192.00

$250,000 $120.00 $240.00 $480.00
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In most of life, it is more important to finish strong
than it is to start strong. This may be even more true
when it comes to our faith.

With the year almost being over, it can be shocking to
look back and see all the many changes that have taken
place this year. Most of us have experienced both great
blessings and great trials. Some have accomplished
wonderful goals, and also many have experienced
setbacks and challenges. Even when it comes to our 

Experience the Joy of Giving My Best Gift

stewardship and spiritual commitments to God, we might feel that this has either been a “strong” or a
“weak” year.  We may be tempted to just wait till next year and “try again”, but finishing strong is the
path that God calls us to pursue. To continue to love Him and our neighbors as best we can this year. To
not settle, but to say yes to His call. The good news is that God offers encouragement and promises for all
who say "yes" to ending the year strong with their stewardship.
St. Paul reminds us that there is a reward for those who do not lose heart nor “grow weary in doing good”
(Gal. 6:9). 

The Lord has seen our faithfulness all year and promises that our efforts and giving will reap a harvest.
Even Christ Himself teaches that it is never too late to labor and give Him our best gift. In the parable of
the laborers in Matt. 20, even those workers who only showed up to work at the 11th hour still received
a full day’s wages. Our God is patient with us and always welcomes and rewards us with His abundant
mercy... even at the last hour! Let us end our stewardship this year with the joy of finishing strong. 

Please consider the giving guidelines shown below and prayerfully ask: “Have I given my best gift?”

Thank you for your generosity!

As of end of October we were at
67.71% of our annual goal.

We have received $226,836.66 of
our $335,000.00 Goal. 

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online


Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!

We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that will,
as Evie Robinson said athe Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over our church -

a sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.  

Contact Peter Koulouris (peterkoulouris1954@gmail.com) or Jim Natsis
(jim.natsis1@gmail.com) for more information.  

Use the QR code below to make your donation today!

ST BASIL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH DOME - ST BASIL GOC DOME (SQUARE.SITE)

 Online Giving or Use the QR Code

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr
https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr


Trunk or Treat 2024

Teen Night November 15, 2024



At the latest St. Basil’s Ladies Book Club meeting, we reviewed and discussed chapters 5 and 6 from the book
“Our Thoughts Determine Our Lives” by Elder Thaddeus, specifically “On Monasticism” and “On Repentance”.
The discussion focused on the difference between monastic life and family life, a life lived in the world. How
often do we think that a monastic life is easy? The group also discussed about repentance and how it represents
a way of life, a renewal of life. As always, we also enjoyed a delicious lenten potluck and we thank Fr. Pete and
Pres. Angie for opening up their home and hosting us. We look forward to the next meeting in January! 

Ladies Book Club November 18, 2024

VIP Ministry (Senior) November 12, 2024

At last month’s VIP ministry, we had great fellowship and a wonderful Thanksgiving luncheon by Don and
Cynthia Pascarella—open face turkey sandwiches, stuffing, yams and gravy.  Fr. Pete also had a Presentation
regarding “Giving Thanks to God—How the Divine Liturgy teaches us the importance of have a spirit of
gratitude for all God’s blessings.”



St. Basil’s Community News - Our Family

Pictured above and below: Nikki Karapanos, daughter of Maria and Dimitri Karapanos, was united in the
Holy Sacrament of Marriage to George Angelopoulos, son of Marianthi and Christo Angelopoulos of
San Francisco on October 12, 2024. The ceremony took place at St. Katherine's Greek Orthodox Church
in Elk Grove, CA and was officiated by Father Dino Papademos and Father Panagioti Sotiras. Brother of
the bride, Vasili Karapanos, was the chanter and Olympia Lappas and Nick Bountouvas were the
Koubari. The wedding reception was held at the Panagakos Ranch in Lodi, the home of the bride's
grandparents. The festivities kicked off with a beautiful sunset cocktail hour and was followed by
heartfelt toasts, dinner and dancing until the early morning hours. The happy couple is making their
home in Millbrae where George works in the Financial Sector and Nikki is an archaeologist -- May you
have a long, happy and healthy life together! Να ζήσετε μέχρι τα βαθιά γεράματα! (May you grow
very old together, as they say in Greek.)



St. Basil’s Community News - Continued

Pictured above: We welcome into our Orthodox Family five dedicated and faithful young adults. Victoria
(Sophia) and Sam (Samuel) who have been baptized. George, Jose (Joseph) and Ismael (Chrysostom), who
have been Chrismated. Congratulations to all of you and to your sponsors! This marks a very important and
beautiful new chapter in your spiritual journey, and we are overjoyed to watch you grow in faith. May God
bless you and protect you always!

Pictured right: On November 3rd our St. Basils Ladies
Philoptochos hosted the Turkey Luncheon/Coffee Hour. It was nice
to visit with family and friends. 

A big thank you to Philoptochos members and associate members
who helped prepare and plate the meals. We also thank the
Spanos Family for sponsoring the pumpkin pies. 

We hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving!

Pictured left:  On Sunday,
November 17th, a few St

Basil Philoptochos
members attended the

“Light the Path” Christmas
Reception.

Hosted by Philoptochos
Metropolis of San

Francisco which included
His Eminence

Metropolitan Gerasimos
and the Metropolis of San

Francisco. 















Thank You 2024 Stewards
Argirios Adam 
Cliff and Georgia Adams 
Nick Aftias  
Dean & Ruth Alexander  
Alex Aliferis 
Spilios & Georgia Aliferis  
Yiota Aliferis 
Kiki Allison  
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos  
James Anagnos  
Popi Anagnos 
Steve Anagnos  
Karim & Kristen Azar  
Dennis Bandy & Mary Carroll 
Mary Ann Barrous  
Robert & Marie Basso  
Becky Bennetto  
John & Christie Bennetto 
Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides 
Steve, Doreen & Danny Bestolarides 
Ted & Kelly Bestolarides 
Jim & Terri Blum 
Michael & Christina Boettger 
Constantine Bordokas 
John & Sunday Borges 
Jim & Mary Bravos 
James & Angela Brusa 
Theodore Carademos 
Stephen & Jodie Chiarchianis  
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis 
George & Janice Chimiklis 
Emily Clifford 
Joseph Compton 
Michael & Stephanie Craig 
George & Victoria Crosthwaite 
Fr. Gabriel & Pres. Iulia Cupsa 
Joseph Dominguez 
Robert DuBois 
Jessica Emery 
Gabriel Enescu 
Katie Everly  
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner  
Denise Facaros  

Mary Facaros 
Charles & Dawn Faris
Nick & Jesslyn Farros 
Kathy Farros-Hoeppner 
Elias & Lisa Fidentzis 
Georgios Fidentzis 
Michael & Edna Fields 
Bill & Susan Filios 
Demetri Filios 
Mark Forrest 
Barbara Frances 
Michael & Patti Frangadakis 
Charles (CJ) & Yumi Frank 
Ray & Anastasia Fulton  
Renee Garcia  
Kaia Gardemeyer  
Aaron & Helen Garner 
Sara Garner 
Emanuel Geralis 
William & Angela Gibson 
Konstantinos & Sofia Giourousis 
Dennis & Noel Goehring 
Elias & Rana Goriye  
Edward & Sali Graham  
Stella Graham  
Jeries & Diana Hanania  
William & Sylvia Hanania  
William & Sylvia Heinrich  
Mel & Terri Henning 
Kirstin Herron  
Mike & Kristi Hyllen  
Ken & Maria Jochimsen  
Barbara Johns  
Michael & Despina Johnson  
Sandy Jouthas  
Tasso & Gertie Kandris  
Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris  
George & Kathy Kaplanis  
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis  
Dimitri & Maria Karapanos 
Anna Karelis  
Joanna Karelis  
Vasiliki Karras   

Robert & Katherine Kassab 
Barry Keane  
Angelina & Alan Keigley  
Demetra Kouchis  
Peter & Lori Koulouris  
Elefteria Koutsoulis 
Gus & Vaso Koutsoulis  
Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis  
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour  
Despina “Dessie” Ksidakis  
Dena Kuchulis  
Anastasios E. Laios  
Georgia Laios 
Nick & Kathy Leles  
Alexandra Leonidou  
Leo & Vasiliki Lewis  
Chris & Renee Livanios  
Jim & Anastasia Lofas  
Michael & Beth Louis  
Gayle Maduros  
Georgios Maglaras 
Krystalo Mandarakas 
Helen Manolatos  
Danny Manos  
Diane Manos  
Patricia Manuse  
Percy & Renee Maragos  
Gary & Deana Mariani  
Paolo Mariani 
Paolo Mariani 
Mark & Joanne Marro 
Olga Mavrogenes 
Elizabeth Panos Mazzeo  
Bill & Elaine McCarty  
Michael McKiever  
Peter & Mary Mitracos  
Tyler Musser  
Sandra Myers  
Frank & Astrini Natsis
Jim & Niki Natsis  
Moses Navarro  
Steve Nicolaou  
Steve Nicolaou  



Elena Niermeger 
Louis & Laura Nunes
Jonathan & Angela O’Connor  
Kimberly Palacioz  
JoAnne Panagopoulos  
Nick & Elena Panos  
Pete & Penny Panos  
Vicki Papachristos  
Lenna Papadimatos  
Dimetra Papadogiannis  
Wilma Papadogiannis  
Chris Papas 
Ellece Papas-Vasti 
Andrew & Jennifer Pappas  
John & Paula Pappas  
Bill Paraskevas  
Hariklia Paraskevopoulos  
Don & Cynthia Pascarella  
George Pascut  
Greg Patterson 
Despina Peppas  
Katina Peris 
Georgia Perlegos  
Helen Perlegos 
Jeff & Betty Perlegos 
Jeff & Jessica Perlegos 
Anna Petrulakis 
John Polizogopoulos  
Dean & Marie Poullos  
Antonia Prescott  
Paris & Kelly Proestakis  
Robert & Kathryn Prucyk    

Thank You 2024 Stewards
Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Jonathan & Jessica Reyes 
Garen Rishard 
Kerie Rishwain 
Ray & Georgianna Rishwain 
Evie Robinson 
Gus & Catherine Ropalidis 
Barry & Alexis Ruhl 
Nicholas & Brit Ruhl 
Theoni V. Salcedo 
Roberta Sardell 
Alexandra Schoonover 
John & Rose Mary Siliverdis 
James & AnnaMaria Simos
George & Pat Simpfenderfer  
Tracey Sittig  
John & Evette Sola 
Ismael Solorio 
Nagui & Laila Sorour  
Fr. Pete & Pres. Angie Sotiras  
Spanos Family  
Mr. & Mrs. Alex & Faye Spanos (in loving memory)  

Jim Spanos  
Michael & Helene Spanos  
Nick & Dolores Spanos  
Milagros Stamos 
Milagros Stamos 
WIlliam & Maria Stamos  
Brandan & Maria Taylor 
Dino Theodoratos  
Mark Tierney 
Shamla Tounou  

Phyllis Trachiotis 
Paul & Christine Tsampis  
Mike Tsarnas  
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas  
Mark & Joann Tsirelas  
John Tsirelas  
John & Laura Tsirelas  
Niki Tsirelas  
Stanley Tzikas  
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela  
Donna Vasiliou  
Anthony & Danielle Vasquez  
Ellece Papas Vasti  
George Octavian Velis  
Radama Veziris  
Miroslav & Nada Vicijan 
Alexander & Pamela Victor 
Jerry Victor 
David & Camille Von Trachtenberg  
Kathryn Walkowiec  
Steven J. Walton  
Steven N. Walton  
Christine Wiebe  
Pete & Valli Wigt  
Carla Wolf  
Dean & Tara Xanttopulos 
Ethel Xanttopulos 
Leah Xanttopulos  
Bobbe Xenos  
Creighton & Bertha Younnel  
Elpida Zahos  
Matthew & Eleni Zarefakis  

Thank You 2024 Basilian Angles
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos 
Steve Anagnos  
Phyllis Anthony  
Dea & Ron Berberian  
James & Mary Bravos  
Joseph Dominguez 
Michael & Edna Fields  
Emanuel Geralis

Stella Spanos Graham  
Alexandra & Carol Leonidou  
Gayle Maduros  
Diana Manos 
Gary & Deana Mariani  
Pete & Penny Panos  
Harriet Paraskeropoulos 

Katina Peris 
Dean & Marie Poullos  
Barry & Alexis Ruhl  
Tracey Sittig  
Michael & Helene Spanos  
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas  
Steve Walton 



In the Orthodox Tradition it is customary for infants and
adults to receive a cross at their baptism or chrismation. It is
to be worn around the neck, not as an adornment for
cosmetic purposes, but presupposes a witness and
acknowledgement of Jesus Christ. Before the crucifixion the
cross signified suffering, defeat, and death. With Christ’s
death on the Cross, it has become the symbol of triumph,
salvation, and eternal life. The Cross is the first and greatest
Christian sacred object. When the priest sanctifies the
baptismal water, he immerses the Cross in it, and it becomes
holy. The fathers of the church tell us that the devil fears the
cross and flee from it. For this reason, the cross is to be worn
for protection all the time. 
 
Orthodox crosses come in assorted sizes and designs. The
cross reflects a deeply personal relationship with Christ and
a personal act of devotion. Wearing a cross serves as a
reminder of their faith and commitment according to the
teachings of Christ. The cross guards against physical and
spiritual harm. Wearing a cross is an essential aspect of an
Orthodox Christian identify. 

The bookstore has a variety of crosses available in stock for
direct purchase. While you are preparing for a baptism or
Chrismation, please consider purchasing a cross from St.
Basil parish bookstore. The bookstore also has icons and
other religious items for personal devotion and gifting for
baptisms, weddings, name days and birthdays. You may
view crosses during after liturgy fellowship. 

St. Basil’s Bookstore

Text Patty Manuse @ 209-337-5401 or email
patriciamanuse@gmail.com to view crosses. 

Pictured left: Made
of premium, gold-
and silver-plated
stainless steel, rust
resistant and
corrosion resistant,
tarnish free,
durable and
antiallergic. Size:
Cross Pendant:
1.18-inch x 0.79
inch. Chain Length
18” to 20”.

Pictured right: This cross
is a variation of the

Russian style. The
higher bar symbolizes

INBI (Jesus Christ, King
of Jews); the middle bar

Jesus’ outstretched
arms; and the lower bar
the footstool; the slope

represents His
Ascension. This cross

comes in silver and gold,
in a High-Polish surgical-

grade stainless steel
with 18k gold plated.

Pictured left:
Slavonic Cross laser-
etched stainless
steel, gold and silver
plated. The uc is King
of Glory. Available in
gold or silver. The
ICXC are Greek
letters for Jesus
Christ, King of Jews. 
Dimensions: 1” x 1.4”
inches.

Pictured left: Authentic
olive wood Orthodox
cross necklace from
Bethlehem. The wood
comes from a tree that
has been growing in
Bethlehem, the
birthplace of our Lord.
Blessed on the
Anointing Stone in the
Holy Sepulcher Church
in Jerusalem.

*** Bookstore Special ***





St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


