
Wednesday, July 31, 2025 - Spanakopita 9:00 AM

Thursday, August 7, 2025 - Melomakarona 9:00 AM

Saturday, August 9, 2025 - Keftedes 10:00 AM

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 - Kourambiedes 9:00 AM

Saturday, August 23, 2025 - Argolavous 9:00 AM

Monday, September 1, 2025 - Baklava 9:00 AM

Tuesday, September 2, 2025 - Packing Baklava 9:00 AM

J U L Y / A U G U S T  2 0 2 5 THE BASILIAN
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  S T .  B A S I L  G R E E K  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H

V O L U M E  2 5 ,  I S S U E  7 / 8  

   IN THIS ISSUE 

Stewardship

St. Basil’s Dome

Renovation Project

2025 Greek Food

Festival

Be a Friend of the

Festival

St. Basil’s Firework

Sales

St. Basil Campers

Outreach Greeters

Team Needs You

St. Anastasia

Fellowship Ministry

Starting September

Kitchen Wish List

Community News

Thank You Stewards

Hall Rental Info

August 2025 Calendar

2025 Food Festival
Work Party Schedule



Donate

Stewardship 
The Joy of Giving our Best Gift! 

From an Orthodox perspective: almsgiving
and stewardship are both deeply rooted in the
theology of love (agape), service to others,
and the responsible use of God’s gifts. 

Almsgiving (eleemosynary in Greek) is giving
to the poor and those in need, either directly
or through a charitable organization like the
Philoptochos Society or the Int’l Orthodox
Christian Charities (IOCC). 

Stewardship is the faithful management of all
God’s gifts - time, talents, material
resources... It is rooted in the belief that God
is the true owner of all things, and humans
are caretakers (oikonomoi). It is the primary
mechanism we use to ‘fund’ our parish. 

The rich man is not one who has
much, but one who gives much; for
what he gives away remains his
forever.  

  --St. John Chrysostom (347 - 407) 

Pledge

7 Surprising Things a New
Orthodox Christian Learned

About Orthodox Stewardship: 

1.  Almsgiving should be done in secret.

However, “Stewardship” since apostolic

times is understood to be shared with

the community. 

2.  The Stewardship “Pledge” is not a legal

obligation.  If circumstances change in

the year, it’s perfectly okay to reduce (or

increase!) the amount. 

3.  Stewardship is intimately connected to

our personal spiritual growth. 

4.  Stewardship is not an obligation! Our

Church frames it as an act of love,

gratitude and participation in the life of

the Church.

5.  Biblical promises for blessings that

comes from generous giving, e.g.,

Malachi 3:10 and 2 Cor. 9, can be

financial, but not necessarily.  Blessings

can come in many forms!

6.  In Orthodoxy, giving is also tired to

theosis! Becoming one with God!!!

7.  We don’t have strict rules for giving.  It

is up to our individual conscience. Giving

is a heart “joyful” thing! 

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online
https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/form/19987b59


Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!

We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that
will, as Evie Robinson said at the Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over

our church - a sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.  

Click to Donate

Thank you to the following Donors!
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Jim & Terri Blum
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
Angelo Dakopolos
Michael & Edna Fields
Edward & Sali Graham

Justin Joyner
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Krystalos Mandarakas
Gary & Deana Mariani
Peter & Mary Mitracos
JoAnne Panagopoulos

Wilma Papadogiannis
Helen Perlegos
Stephan Saturno
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Jerry Victor
Steven J. Walton

Use the QR
code to the left
to make your
donation
today!

Use the QR code to
the left to make your
donation today!

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr






St. Basil’s Firework Sales
(June 28 - July 4, 2025)

Cynthia and Edna would like to thank all of the volunteers at
our 2025 fireworks booth. They made it possible for us to have a
successful fundraiser for the parish. All of the funds raised will

be used to support and enhance our many ministries in the
parish. There were over 30 volunteers who came out and helped

over the course of a very full week. We also want to thank Fr.
Gabriel for his support in helping and recruiting some of the

volunteers who helped us transfer the fireworks from the
storage unit to the booth and back each day. And of course we

want to thank all of the parishioners who purchased their
fireworks from the St Basil fireworks booth. It was a fun time of

fellowship and raising money for our parish. Most of all we
want to thank the Lord for blessing this endeavor. 

St. Basil Campers @ Summer Camp - St. Nicholas
Ranch, Dunlap
(July 6 - July 12, 2025)



Dolmades Work Party
(June 26, 2025)





Kitchen Wish List

Our kitchen is in need of donations to replenish items used by all
ministries. Your generous help with donating an item, donating a gift
card to Costco, Smart N Final, etc. will greatly assist in keeping the
kitchen stocked and ready for all!

Ground Coffee
Paper Coffee Filters, Regular and Large

Coffee Stir Sticks
Hot Beverage Cups 10-12 oz

Cold Beverage Cups (for water & juice)
White Napkins

Paper Plates – Luncheon and Dessert sizes
Paper Bowls
Plastic Forks

Plastic Spoons
Plastic Knives

Disposable Rectangular Tablecloths or Large
Roll

Sugar Packets
Splenda Packets

Stevia Packets
Non-Dairy Creamer

Half & Half
Dawn Dish Soap

Comet
Cleaning Spray for counters

Steel Scrubbers or brushes for
dishwashing

Laundry Detergent
Bleach

Trash Bags, Large and small
Aluminum Foil
Plastic Wrap

Ziplocs (all Sizes)
Large aluminum baking pans

Please bring your donations to the church kitchen on Sunday or to the office.
Questions: Kelley Bestolarides (209)607-1166 or kbesto@me.com

A very special THANK YOU to:
Ted Bestolarides

Katie Everly
Kirstin Herron
Deana Mariani
Steve Walton

For your very generous and much appreciate kitchen donations!



Community News - About Our Family
May/June Sacraments & Blessing Services

Baptism - June 28

We are delighted to share that Jackie Hutchins was

baptized on Saturday, June 28, 2025, as she took on

her chosen baptismal name of Saint Monica. Her

Godmother is Emily Clifford. Jackie's husband

Xynxyl and their sons Quamar and Quincy, along

with their family and friends from church, joined

us in celebrating this blessed occasion. We warmly

welcome Jackie to our community and extend our

heartfelt congratulations to her and her family.

Thank you to everyone who attended and made this

day truly special. Congratulations again to Jackie

and her family!

Marriage - May 3

Alexis Hernandez and Nick Stefan. Their sponsors

were Ana and Ion Stoica.

Forty Day Blessing - June 22

Marcell Simoni Horton, son of Megan Evins and

Marcell Horton.

Memorial - June 22

One year for Nick Aftias.

St. Basil Graduates
  

Elementary School

Justin Sotiras - Brookside Elementary to Lincoln

High School

Junior High

Ariadne Evette Sola - McCandless Charter School,

Lincoln Unified to St. Mary’s High School

High School 

Bassam Hanania - Lincoln High School to

University of the Pacific

Andrew Mourad - Lincoln High School to San

Joaquin Delta College

Nectarios Veziris - Weston Ranch High School to

San Joaquin Delta College

Jackson Vasquez - Marys High School to Simpson

University

AA degree 

Ava Tounou - Delta College to Sacramento State

University

College/University

Stephanos Pappas - University of Nevada, Reno -

College of Business, Major in Business

Administration and Marketing

Constantine Koulouris pitched a no-hitter for the
Hoover-Tyler All Star team June 26th.
In addition to being awarded the game ball by his
coach, Constantine was awarded the game ball by the
coach for the other team for consoling his distraught
player who made the last out of the game.

Dimitri Arabatzis, from Los Angeles, will entertain
St. Basil Greek Food Festival patrons with his
incredible Greek Dancing performances all three
days of the Festival.





Jerimiah Alba
Dean & Ruth Alexander
Spilios & Georgia Aliferis
Kiki Allison
James Anagnos
John Anagnos
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Harriet Anagnos
John A. Anagnos
Popi Anagnos
Steve Anagnos
Buck & Mary Carroll-Bandy
Becky Bennetto
Ron & Dea Berberian
Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides
Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terry Blum
John & Sunday Borges
Constantine Bordokas
Jim & Mary Bravos
James & Angela Brusa
Theodore Carademos
Jarred & Alona Chacon
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Stephen N. Chiarchianis
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
George & Janice Chimiklis

Eric & Antonia Cole
Emily Clifford
Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Fr. Gabriel & Pres. Iulia Cupsa
Evanthia Davis
Diego & Crystal De Alba
Joseph Dominguez
Economou Family
Jessica Emery
Katy Everly
Nick Evmorfia
Denise Facaros
Mary Facaros
Charles & Dawn Faris
Nick & Jesslyn Farros
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Georgios Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Mark David Forrest
Barbara Frances
Michael & Patti Frangadakis
Charles & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie GainesJ
Kaia Gardemeyer
Aaron & Helen Garner

Emanuel Geralis
William & Angela Gibson
Elias & Rana Goriye
Mrad Goriye
Edward & Sali Graham
Stella Graham
Abed Hanania
William & Sylvia Hanania
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Kirstin Herron
Mike & Kristi Hyllen
Ken & Maria Jochimsen
Barbara Johns
Michael & Despina Johnson
Tasso & Gertie Kandris
Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris
George & Kathy Kaplanis
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Alan & Angelina Keigley
Elaine Kluve
Christos Konstantelos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Konstantelos
Demetra Kouchis
Peter & Lori Koulouris
Gus & Vaso Koutsoulis
Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea
Ghandour
Despina & Andreanna Ksidakis
Harriet Lappas
Goldie Lewis
Leo & Vasiliki Lewis
Chris & Renee Livanios
Jim & Stacie Lofas
Michael & Beth Louis
Gayle Maduros
Krystalo Mandarakas
Dan Manos
Diana Manos
Patricia Manuse
Gary & Deana Mariani
Paolo Mariani
Jose Martinez
Peter & Mary Mitracos
Solomon & Christine Mourad
Tyler Musser
Sandra Myers
Jim & Niki Natsis
Moises Navarro
Steve Nicolaou 
Jonathan & Angela Oconnor



Kimberly Palacioz
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Vicki Papachristos
Mark & Lenna Papadimatos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
William Papadogiannis
Chris Papas
Stephanie Papas
Andy & Jennifer Pappas
Chris W. M. Pappas
John & Paula Pappas
Billy Paraskevas
Harriett Paresivopolous
Don & Cynthia Pascarella
George Pascut
Katina Peris
Jeff & Jessica Perlegos

Katina Peris
Dean & Marie Poullos
Antonia Prescott
Robert & Kathryn Prucyk
Carl Ramirez
Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Garen Rishard
Ray & Georgianna Rishwain
Jim & Evie Robinson
Gus & Catherine Ropalidis
Barry & Alexis Ruhl
Theoni Salcedo
Stephen Saturno
Alexandra Schoonover
John & Rose Siliverdis
James Simos
Tracey Sittig

John & Evette Sola
Ishmael Solario
Jennifer Sorour
Fr. Pete & Pres Angie Sotiras
Spanos Family
Mr. & Mrs. Alex & Faye Spanos 
(in loving memory)
James Spanos
Michael & Helene Spanos
Thomas Spanos
William & Maria Stamos
Maria Stefan
Nicholas Stefan
Brandon & Maria Taylor
Dino Theodoratos
Shamla Tounou
Phyllis Trachiotis
Alexander Triantaphilides
Paul & Christine Tsampis
Mike & Amber Tsarnas
JoAnn Tsirelas
John Tsirelas
Niki Tsirelas
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Stanley Tzikas
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou
Anthony & Danielle Vasquez
Ellece Papas Vasti
George Octavian Velis
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Miroslav & Nada Vicijan
Jerry Victor
Kathryn Walkowiec
Samuel Wall
Steven J. Walton
Gary & Christine Wiebe
Carla Wolf
Leah Xanttopulos
Bobbe Xenos
Creighton & Bertha Younnel
Matthew & Eleni Zarefakis

Basilian Angels
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Dea Spanos Berberian
Joseph Dominguez
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Diana Manos

Patricia Manuse
Gary & Deana Mariani
Pete & Penny Panos
Katina Peris
Dean Poullos
Kerie Rishwain

Spanos Family
Michael & Helene Spanos
St. Basil Ladies Philoptochos Society
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Steve Walton

(Steward & Basilian list updated as of  6.15.2025)



Call Edna Fields @ (209) 598-5746
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

Basilian Booster’s

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org





St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


