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STEWARDSHIP UPDATE:
FAITHFUL STEWARDS IN

GOD'S VINEYARD

Beloved in Christ, as we gather in the radiant light of our Savior's love at
Saint Basil Greek Orthodox Church, let us pause to reflect on the
profound joy of stewardship - a sacred calling to tend the vineyard the
Lord has entrusted to us (Isaiah 5:1-7). 
 
With hearts full of gratitude for His boundless generosity, we're thrilled
to share that our parish family has already donated $226,062.01 toward
our annual goal of $335,000, a testament to your faithful offerings that
sustain our worship, ministries, and outreach to our community. Yet, as
we stand just 7 ½ % shy of our target (as of Sep. 30), we are reminded that
every gift, no matter the size, multiplies like the loaves and fishes in
Christ's hands ( John 6:1-14), transforming our shared resources into
blessings that echo into eternity.
 
In the spirit of Orthodox hospitality and the cheerful giver St. Paul urges
us to be (2 Corinthians 9:7), let's rise together with renewed zeal this
season! Imagine the doors we can open wider - more youth programs,
enhanced liturgical beauty, and deeper support for those in need right
here in Stockton - when we each prayerfully consider one additional
step in our stewardship. Visit our stewardship table after the Divine
Liturgy on Sundays, and consider pledging or donating online using
the QR codes available there or down below. Watch how God honors our
obedience with His abundant blessings. May the Theotokos intercede for
us, inspiring hearts aflame with divine philoxenia (φιλοξενία in Greek),
a beautiful ancient word meaning "love of the stranger" or "hospitality."
Glory to Jesus Christ our God! 
The Stewardship Team
Edna Fields, Chair





By Fr. Pete Sotiras

             Thanksgiving at every Divine Liturgy
  

stray from Him, we should also remember the Parable
of the Prodigal Son (Luke 15:11-32).  The father of the
Prodigal represents God and the son represents
rebellious humanity (each of us at different points of
life, even if we didn’t stray as far as the prodigal did).
Despite the son’s highly disrespectful act towards his
father and his subsequent squandering of his
inheritance on sinful living, the father never stopped
loving the son and instead ran to him, embraced him,
kissed him and had a great banquet for him!  God’s
attitude towards us is the same as the father of the
Prodigal’s is towards his son.  Even though we may
stray, God’s love for us abides because we are and
always will be His precious children and He awaits our
return.  Despite his unworthiness (but also because of
his repentance) the Prodigal son was given a banquet
with a fatted calf (which literally means “formed from
wheat”3) and we too at every Divine Liturgy are
offered a banquet of wheat (the consecrated bread
which is the Body of our Lord) and consecrated wine
(which is the Lord’s blood) despite our unworthiness
(while hopefully we are repenting).

To be clear, despite God’s never-ending love for us,
our Lord calls us to repent of our sins and to avoid
sinning because He knows the consequences of sin
(misery, suffering, pain, etc).  Having said that, we
must never think that when we do sin, that God has
abandoned us, despises us, rejects us, or that we are
outcasts to Him.  Let us always remember that God’s
love for mankind, according to the 1st Prayer of the
Antiphon in the Divine Liturgy is “ineffable” which
means “too great or extreme to be expressed or
described in words”.

With this understanding of God, I pray that our
gratitude for God will be strengthened and that our
thanksgiving to God at every Divine Liturgy will be
even more heartfelt, now and forever and unto the
ages of ages.  Amen.

1 Definition of Eucharist from the Orthodox Study Bible.
2 Definition of Eucharist from the Orthodox Study Bible.
3 Footnote for Luke 15:23 from the Orthodox Study Bible.

     

As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving, it is
important to remember that every time we gather for
the Divine Liturgy, we are doing so as an act of
thanksgiving! Essentially, every Divine Liturgy is a
Thanksgiving meal, where instead of turkey, stuffing,
and pumpkin pie, we have (literally) heavenly food—
the Body and Blood of Christ!  In fact, Holy
Communion would come to be referred to as the
Eucharist (as we see in the late 1st century document,
The Didache and the letters of St. Ignatius about
107AD) which is “taken from a Greek word meaning
‘thanksgiving’”.1  The term eucharist is used for
Communion because when Christ took the break
and wine that He would consecrate to become His
Body and Blood, He “gave thanks” (Luke 22:19,
Matthew 26:27).2

Additionally, in the Divine Liturgy, the Priest says
“Let us give thanks to the Lord”, to which the
people respond “It is proper and right”.  The Priest
then begins the great Eucharistic prayer known as
the Anaphora, which originally was done in its
entirety audibly, so that everyone could be reminded
of the immeasurable love God has for us and all that
He has done for us and for the world.  

While the Divine Liturgy is an act of gratitude,
perhaps we may forget (or have never really
understood or known) why we should be grateful.  
While there are countless reasons we should be
grateful to God, I specifically want to focus on the
kind of God we have.  We have a God who loves us
unconditionally even though we are sinners.  Some
may think that when we fall short and stumble (ie:
sin), God stops loving us or rejects us, something
that couldn’t be further from the truth.  As St. Paul
reminds us, God demonstrated “His own love
toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us.” (Romans 5:8).  Also, while Christ was
on the Cross our Lord said, “Father,  forgive them,
for they do not know what they do.” (Luke 23:34).  

When it comes to straying from God and
understanding how God feels about us when we do
...



At the heart of  stewardship is the recognition that the Church is a living community, sustained by the
faithful who offer their unique gifts. This includes contributing financially to support the parish’s
ministries, maintaining the sacred space of  worship, and funding outreach programs that serve those
in need. However, stewardship extends beyond monetary giving. It involves volunteering for liturgical
roles, teaching Sunday school, or helping organize cultural and charitable events, such as food drives
or festivals, which strengthen the parish’s bond and witness to the world.

In the Greek Orthodox faith, stewardship is deeply tied to the Eucharist, where we offer our lives back
to God in gratitude. By embracing stewardship, we become co-workers in Christ’s vineyard, ensuring
the parish thrives as a beacon of  faith, hope, and love in the community.

The Eucharist is a sacrificial meal, reenacting and participating in Christ’s ultimate sacrifice on the
Cross. During the Divine Liturgy, the priest prays, “Thine own of  Thine own, we offer unto Thee, on
behalf  of  all and for all,” emphasizing that the gifts of  bread and wine—representing the created
world and human labor—are offered back to God, transformed by the Holy Spirit into the Body and
Blood of  Christ. This act mirrors the stewardship of  our lives: just as we offer the bread and wine, we
are called to offer our entire selves—our time, talents, and resources—back to God in thanksgiving
(the Greek word eucharistia itself  means "thanksgiving").

This offering is deeply personal and communal. By partaking in the Eucharist, Orthodox Christians
unite themselves with Christ and one another, surrendering their will to God’s will and committing to
live according to His commandments. It’s a transformative act where the faithful give themselves back
to God, seeking to become vessels of  His love and grace in the world. Thus, the Eucharist is both a
gift received from God and a gift returned to Him through a life of  faith, service, and stewardship.

Stewardship 
The Joy of Giving our Best Gift! 

THE RICH MAN IS NOT ONE WHO HAS MUCH, BUT ONE WHO GIVES MUCH;
FOR WHAT HE GIVES AWAY REMAINS HIS FOREVER. 

 --ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM (347 - 407) 

Donate Pledge

Stewardship in a Greek Orthodox parish is a sacred calling rooted in
faith, love, and responsibility. It reflects the understanding that all we
have—our time, talents, and treasures—are gifts from God, entrusted
to us to nurture and share for His glory and the building of  His
Church. In the Greek Orthodox tradition, stewardship is not merely
financial support but a holistic commitment to living out the Gospel
through active participation in parish life.

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online
https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/form/19987b59


Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!

We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that will, as
Evie Robinson said at the Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over our church - a

sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.  

Click to Donate

Thank you to the following Donors!
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Jim & Terri Blum
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
Angelo Dakopolos
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Edward & Sali Graham

Stella Graham
Justin Joyner
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Krystalos Mandarakas
Gary & Deana Mariani
Peter & Mary Mitracos
JoAnne Panagopoulos

Wilma Papadogiannis
Helen Perlegos
Stephan Saturno
Tracey Sittig
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Jerry Victor
Steven J. Walton

Use the QR code
to the left to
make your
donation today!

Use the QR code to
the left to make your
donation today!

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr


Saint Basil congregation has wrapped up its first week hosting families on our church grounds and
it was a resounding success. We transformed half  of our hall into private bedrooms for three
families struggling with secure housing. More than 40 St. Basil parishioners, aided by 20 members
of local LDS congregations, set up the bedrooms, made meals, hosted meals, served as overnight
hosts, purchased resources, donated materials, and did laundry and clean up. 
Everyone who met our families enjoyed their company, played with their children, and came to
better understand Christ’s command to “Feed my sheep.” We were blessed to have Father Gabriel’s
company several times and he gave a wonderful tour of the church to our guests. At the end of the
week, they shared that they appreciated the wonderfully flavorful food we served and how we
allowed them a safe space to rest and renew. While we were sad to say goodbye, one of the families
signed a lease on a new home this past weekend. Glory to God! 
A HUGE thank you to all who helped and prayed for the success of this endeavor. Serving Jesus is
marked by our care for the least, the last, and the lost. 
If  you are interested in learning more about how you can become involved, please reach out to
Veronica Falcinella (559/260-8691) or Michael Fields (209) 598-5746.

When the marginalized and forgotten of any society are brought
into the center of a loving community that worships Christ,

powerful things happen!



Fr. Gabriel & Pres. Iulia’s Baby Gender Reveal

It’s a boy! 💙 Congratulations and many blessings to Fr. Gabriel and Pres. Iulia, as they
prepare to welcome their little one.

Trunk or Treat 2025

Family Night - Oct. 16, 2025 VIP Senior Ministry - Oct. 23, 2025









Thank you to everyone who made our coffee hour a success on October 19th as we raised funds for
Family Promise. As an international nonpartisan women’s organization, philanthropy to many
organizations locally and globally is in the forefront.  We are happy to have raised $300.00 in donations
as families in San Joaquin County find stability and care due to homelessness. The Sisters of  Sparta #
18 also provided chidren with chapter books and art activities to keep them busy before bedtime.  
Our next event will be our annual Christmas party with the Modesto AHEPA Family on December 13th.
This year it will be a Christmas lunch and held at Las Casuelas in Manteca. Please see the flyer in the
Basilian for more information. Unwrapped toys & items for children will be accepted and donated to
Family Promise this year. Everyone is welcome to attend to ring in the season and also become a member
of  the AHEPA Family!!

The Past District Governor’s League (PDG) of  District 21 brought back their yearly trips after a few
years hiatus in an effort to raise funds for scholarships.  With the assistance of  Gus Ropalidis from
Expedia Cruises, thirty-two travelers from the Bay Area and Central Valley made their reservations and
on October 5 ,  boarded the Ruby Princess in San Francisco to the Pacific Northwest.   Ports of  call
included Victoria Island B.C., Vancouver B.C and Seattle, Washington. For one whole week, travelers
were kept busy at sea with many activities which included bingo, spa treatments, Bible study, karaoke
and comedy nights, knitting and much, much more.  Once at port, excursions were taken to such places
as Butchart Gardens, Chinatown, the Space Needle and even watching the throwing of  fish at Seattle’s
Public Market.

th

In the end, $3100 was raised to support the academic needs of  students, and travelers are already
suggesting trips for next year. The trip is open to all who are interested.  The next trip is in the works –
so where will we go to next?

Stockton AHEPA & Daughters of Penelope News

2025 DISTRICT 21 CONVENTION
Our District 21 Convention took place back in June here in Stockton. The Oakland AHEPA Family did
a fabulous job hosting the convention thanks to the leadership of  Dennis Davis and Karen Polyzos
Kolokithas and their committees.  Business meetings were held at the Stockton Hilton and the welcome
night was held at Consumnes River Farm winery in Thornton.  Thanks to Elena and Nick Panos for
hosting and Andy and Jennifer Pappas at Papapavlos for the wonderful dinner which was enjoyed by all.
The scholarship banquet was held at St. Basil ‘s and scholarships were awarded to many high school and
college students from the Bay Area and Central Valley.  Congratulations to the Voudouris sisters from El
Dorado Hills who are members of  Stockton’s Maids Eleftheria Chapter #278.  They both received
monetary awards and are heading to universities in Illinois and California.
Additionally, our own Tom Chiarchianis received the Periclean Award for years of  service in AHEPA
and Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner was awarded the 2025 Daughter of  the Year award. She was given a
crystal paper weight by the PDG's at the Fall Conference on October 18th. Congratulations!
Next year’s District 21 convention is being planned by the Oakland AHEPA family and once again in
Stockton. More details will be available after the New Year.

CRUISING ON THE PACIFIC

DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE – COFFEE HOUR
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RSVP by November 30th to:

Kathy Leles 
209-815-2935 kleles@att.net

Anna Affholter 209-345-5945

Annaaffholter@gmail.com

L a s  C a s u e l a s
 1 5 8 0  W .  Y o s e m i t e

A v e n u e  M a n t e c a ,  C A

$ 3 0 . 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n  ( i n c l u d e s
d e s s e r t s  &  b e v e r a g e s )

P l e a s e  b r i n g  a n  u n w r a p p e d  g i f t  f o r  a  c h i l d  t h i s  C h r i s t m a s
s e a s o n .  P a y  y o u r  c h a p t e r  d u e s  b e f o r e  t h e  l u n c h  a n d  a

m e m b e r  o f  e a c h  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  c h o s e n  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  d u e s
p a i d  f o r  2 0 2 6 !

L U N C H

Please join the Stockton
& Modesto AHEPA

Family’s annual
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2-7  PM

For Paren t s
 

For  Elemen tary Youth
nd th 2

are invited to an afternoon of
education, service and prayer. 

- 5 graders fromall parishes

All parishes in the surrounding area
are invited to bring your 2nd- 5th
graders. 

Parents areinvited to bring their
child to registration and then
attend an educational and spiritual
parent session, as well as join us for
Vespers andDinner

JOY RETREAT
SATURDAY, DEC 13, 2025

2ND-5TH GRADE DAY RETREAT 
AT ST.ANNA’S GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 1001
STONE CANYONE DRIVE, ROSEVILLE CA

QUESTIONS?
FR. LUKAS BREEN AT FRLUKAS@SAINTANNA.ORG

ANNA TEODOSIADIS AT ATEODOSIADIS@SANFRAN.GOARCH.ORG

SNACKS AND DINNER WILL BE PROVIDED.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeEBUk5Hdpy3xKPvSHwexj59h4CzZJwCf3h3KbfDw0KU3kZ9w/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=116905006636606612080


(Steward list updated as of 9.28.2025)

Kiriaki Aftias
Nick Aftias
Jeremiah Alba
Dean & Ruth Alexander
Spilios & Georgia Aliferis
Yiota Aliferis
Kiki Allison
James Anagnos
John Anagnos
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Harriet Anagnos
John A. Anagnos
Popi Anagnos
Steve Anagnos
Buck & Mary Carroll-Bandy
Becky Bennetto
Ron & Dea Berberian
Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides
Steve & Doreen Bestolarides
Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terry Blum
John & Sunday Borges
Constantine Bordokas
Jim & Mary Bravos
James & Angela Brusa
Theodore Carademos
Juan & Bridgette Cardenas
Jarred & Alona Chacon
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Stephen N. Chiarchianis
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
George & Janice Chimiklis
Eric & Antonia Cole
Emily Clifford
Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Fr. Gabriel & Pres. Iulia Cupsa
Evanthia Davis
Diego & Crystal De Alba
Joseph Dominguez
Economou Family
Jessica Emery

Katy Everly
Nick Evmorfia
Denise Facaros
Mary Facaros
Veronica Falcinella
Charles & Dawn Faris
Nick & Jesslyn Farros
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Ilias Fidelis
Georgios Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Mark David Forrest
Barbara Frances
Michael & Patti Frangadakis
Charles & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie GainesJ
Kaia Gardemeyer
Aaron & Helen Garner
Emanuel Geralis
William & Angela Gibson
Konstantino & Sofi
Elias & Rana Goriye
Mrad Goriye
Edward & Sali Graham
Stella Graham
Abed Hanania
Jeries & Diana Hanania
William & Sylvia Hanania
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Kirstin Herron
Mike & Kristi Hyllen
Ken & Maria Jochimsen
Barbara Johns
Michael & Despina Johnson
Anastassios & Gertrud Kandris
Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris
George & Kathy Kaplanis
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis
Elaine Karles
Stacie Karles

Robert & Katherine Kassab
Alan & Angelina Keigley
Amanda Khoury
Elaine Kluve
George & Marjeta Konini
Christos Konstantelos
Cumotfia Konstantelos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Konstantelos
Demetra Kouchis
Peter & Lori Koulouris
Elefteria Koutsoulis
Gus & Vaso Koutsoulis
Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour
Despina & Andreanna Ksidakis
Georgia Laios
Harriet Lappas
Goldie Lewis
Leo & Vasiliki Lewis
Chris & Renee Livanios
Jim & Stacie Lofas
Michael & Beth Louis
Helen Lucas
Gayle Maduros
Krystalo Mandarakas
Helen Manolatos
Dan Manos
Diana Manos
Patricia Manuse
Percy & Renee Maragos
Gary & Deana Mariani
Paolo Mariani
Jose Martinez
Elizabeth Panos Mazzeo
Michael McKiever
Peter & Mary Mitracos
Solomon & Christine Mourad
Tyler Musser
Sandra Myers
Doris Nasraween
Jim & Niki Natsis
Moises Navarro



Basilian Angels
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Dea Spanos Berberian
Joseph Dominguez
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Gayle Maduros

Diana Manos
Patricia Manuse
Gary & Deana Mariani
Pete & Penny Panos
Katina Peris
Dean Poullos

Kerie Rishwain
Spanos Family
Michael & Helene Spanos
St. Basil Ladies Philoptochos Society
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Steve Walton

(Steward & Basilian Angel lists updated as of 9.28.2025)

Alex & Popi Nicolaou
Steve Nicolaou 
Jonathan & Angela Oconnor
Kimberly Palacioz
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Pete & Penny Panos
Vicki Papachristos
Mark & Lenna Papadimatos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
William Papadogiannis
Chris Papas
Stephanie Papas
Andy & Jennifer Pappas
Chris W. M. Pappas
John & Paula Pappas
Billy Paraskevas
Harriett Paresivopolous
Don & Cynthia Pascarella
George Pascut
Despina Peppas
Katina Peris
Helen Perlegos
Jeff & Jessica Perlegos
Pete Perlegos
Dean & Marie Poullos
Antonia Prescott
Paris & Kelly Proestakis
Robert & Kathryn Prucyk

Carl Ramirez
Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Linda Righetti
Garen Rishard
Ray & Georgianna Rishwain
Jim & Evie Robinson
Gus & Catherine Ropalidis
Barry & Alexis Ruhl
Theoni Salcedo
Stephen Saturno
Alexandra Schoonover
John & Rose Siliverdis
James Simos
Tracey Sittig
John & Evette Sola
Ishmael Solario
Jennifer Sorour
Naqui & Laila Sorour
Fr. Pete & Pres Angie Sotiras
Spanos Family
Mr. & Mrs. Alex & Faye Spanos 
(in loving memory)
James Spanos
Michael & Helene Spanos
Thomas Spanos
William & Maria Stamos
Maria Stefan
Nicholas Stefan

Brandon & Maria Taylor
Dino Theodoratos
Shamla Tounou
Phyllis Trachiotis
Alexander Triantaphilides
Paul & Christine Tsampis
Mike & Amber Tsarnas
JoAnn Tsirelas
John Tsirelas
Niki Tsirelas
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Stanley Tzikas
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou
Anthony & Danielle Vasquez
Ellece Papas Vasti
George Octavian Velis
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Miroslav & Nada Vicijan
Jerry Victor
Kathryn Walkowiec
Samuel Wall
Steven J. Walton
Gary & Christine Wiebe
Carla Wolf
Leah Xanttopulos
Bobbe Xenos
Creighton & Bertha Younnel
Matthew & Eleni Zarefakis



Call Edna Fields @ (209) 598-5746
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

Basilian Booster’s

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org
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St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


