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JOIN US TO CELEBRATE THE FEASTDAY SERVICES OF

OUR PARISH AND OF OUR PATRON SAINT, 

BASIL THE GREAT 

December 31st - Great Vespers at 6:00pm 
Relic of St. Basil to be brought out for veneration. 

Reception to follow.

January 1st -  Orthros at 8:45am

Divine Liturgy of St. Basil the Great at 10:00am 
Relic of St. Basil to be brought out for veneration.

Reception to follow.

Also on Jan. 1st -  Vasilopita (St. Basil sweet bread) 
cutting  during reception. All leaders of our various

parish ministries and organizations will receive a
piece of the Vasilopita. 

For more information, please contact the Church Office, (209) 478- 7564 or at: office@gosaintbasil.org 

mailto:office@gosaintbasil.org
mailto:office@gosaintbasil.org


Stewardship 
The Joy of Giving our Best Gift! 

“Let each one give as he has decided in his heart, not grudgingly or

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”   ~ 2 Corinthians 9:7

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ,
As we enter the radiant season of the Nativity Fast and prepare our
hearts for the coming of the Incarnate Word, the Stewardship
Committee joyfully brings you an update on our 2025 parish
stewardship journey. Every envelope, every online gift, every quiet
sacrifice offered “for the glory of God and the building up of His Holy
Church” is a living icon of the Magi laying their treasures before the
Child in the manger.

Here is where we stand as of October 31, 2025:
Our 2025 Stewardship Goal: $335,000 
Received Year-to-Date: $252,421 (75.4% of goal) 
Still Needed by December 31: $82,579 (24.6% of goal)

Yes, we give thanks for the abundant generosity that has carried us
three-quarters of the way! Yet in honesty and love we also acknowledge
that, to remain on pace, we would have hoped to be at 83% by the end
of October. We find ourselves just under 8% behind the straight-line
path to our goal. This is not cause for anxiety, but for renewed
awakening. The Lord who multiplied five loaves for five thousand is the
same Lord who can multiply our faithful gifts today.

In these final weeks of 2025, many of us will receive year-end bonuses,
tax refunds that can be planned for, or simply a fresh stirring
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of gratitude as we light our Nativity candles. This is our sacred
moment. Two months remain—sixty days of grace—to close the gap
together.

Can we, as St. Basil the Great teaches, “give away what is surplus” so
that no ministry is curtailed, no needed maintenance in our church and
campus is delayed…? Every dollar given before December 31 counts
fully toward our 2025 commitment and helps our parish begin 2026 in
strength and peace. Let us make this Nativity season truly radiant by
laying at the feet of the Newborn King the very best gift we can offer:
a parish family that trusts God completely and loves one another
practically.

With gratitude for your faithfulness and hope for the final victorious
stretch. ~Edna Fields (Stewardship Chair) 
 *On behalf of Fr. Pete, the Parish Council, and the entire Stewardship Committee

Donate

To donate, use the QR code or
click on “Donate.”

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online


Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!

We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that will, as
Evie Robinson said at the Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over our church - a

sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.  

Click to Donate

Thank you to the following Donors!
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Jim & Terri Blum
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
Angelo Dakopolos
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Edward & Sali Graham

Stella Graham
Justin Joyner
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Krystalos Mandarakas
Gary & Deana Mariani
Peter & Mary Mitracos
JoAnne Panagopoulos

Wilma Papadogiannis
Helen Perlegos
Stephan Saturno
Tracey Sittig
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Jerry Victor
Steven J. Walton

Use the QR code
to the left to
make your
donation today!

Use the QR code to
the left to make your
donation today!

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr


Turkey Luncheon @ St. Basil
Sunday, Nov. 2, 2025

Family Night

Bible Study
Thursday Mornings 11am-Noon

Philoptochos General Meeting
Saturday, Nov. 15, 2025

Wednesday, Nov. 19, 2025
VIP Ministry 
Friday, Nov. 21, 2025

At our last Family Night of the season, Jared Chacon
offered an inspiring presentation on the Nicene Creed—
its origins, its meaning, and its importance in our
Orthodox faith. We thank him for his time and effort.

A big thank you to Gayle Maduros for sharing a wonderful presentation
on our parish’s rich and vibrant history with our seniors ministry. We
are grateful for the knowledge and joy you shared with us.
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RSVP by December 8th to:
Kathy Leles 

209-815-2935 kleles@att.net

Anna Affholter 209-345-5945

Annaaffholter@gmail.com

L a s  C a s u e l a s
 1 5 8 0  W .  Y o s e m i t e

A v e n u e  M a n t e c a ,  C A

$ 3 0 . 0 0  p e r  p e r s o n
$ 1 5 . 0 0  ( c h i l d r e n  1 3  a n d  u n d e r )

( i n c l u d e s  d e s s e r t s  &  b e v e r a g e s )

P l e a s e  b r i n g  a n  u n w r a p p e d  g i f t  f o r  a  c h i l d  t h i s
C h r i s t m a s  s e a s o n .

P a y  y o u r  c h a p t e r  d u e s  b e f o r e  t h e  l u n c h  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f
e a c h  c h a p t e r  w i l l  b e  c h o s e n  t o  h a v e  t h e i r  d u e s

p a i d  f o r  2 0 2 6 !

L U N C H

Please join the
Stockton & Modesto

AHEPA Family’s annual





Philoptochos supports seminarians through the Adopt-a-Student program, providing monetary and other
forms of assistance to future clergy. We also support St.Basil Academy and several youth programs.

A significant new initiative is our Disability Ministry, which focuses on improving physical and social
accessibility within the church for parishioners with special needs and disabilities. Thanks to the efforts of
Philoptochos member Doreen Bestolarides —recently selected as an accessibility coach for one of the pilot
parishes for the Archdiocese program “On Behalf of All” - we are now actively participating in a nationwide
initiative to improve liturgical accessibility, create inclusive Sunday School curricula, and promote greater
understanding of disabilities within our community. For more information on this project, please visit On
Behalf of All-Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. 
We have also participated in several charitable initiatives supporting those in need beyond our parish
community. The Angel Babies program provided gowns to families who experienced stillbirth, infant loss, or
miscarriage. Although this beautiful program is no longer active in our parish, Philoptochos members
continue to honor this sensitive ministry by donating supplies and sharing bereavement prayers. This year,
we have chosen to donate the proceeds from our Christmas ornament sale to Haven of Peace, a local
shelter for women and children affected by domestic violence. We are also planning a food drive to support a
local food pantry before Christmas.

Other ongoing efforts include baking Prosforo, cleaning the narthex, nave and altar’s liturgical items,
decorating icons with flowers for feast days, and more. 

 
Philoptochos: Serving Those in Need with Love and Compassion 
Philoptochos (“Friends of the Poor”) is a women’s ministry dedicated to serving those in
need of support, whether they are experiencing bereavement, illness, financial hardship,
or other difficult circumstances. It is a great joy to be able to serve people in our church
community and beyond, and we would like to share some updates on our recent and
upcoming initiatives, as well as ways in which parishioners can support the work of
Philoptochos.
 Our ministry focuses on philanthropy, offering support through sympathy and get-well cards, bereavement

services, and visits to shut-ins. We also provide confidential financial aid for Parish members struggling with
essential expenses.

Upcoming Events and How to Get Involved 

Flower Donations: Donations will be collected to decorate the church icons and altar with beautiful flowers

for Christmas and parish feast days (Dec 31/Jan 1). 

St. Basil Academy and Youth/Young Adult Programs Tray: During the New Year feast days we will be 

raising funds for St Basil Academy and Youth/Young Adult programs. Please consider contributing to this

worthy cause. 

Surf n’ Turf: Scheduled for January 24th, this event will support Philoptochos ministries and is seeking

volunteers to assist with planning and execution. 

All parishioners are invited to join Philoptochos in these efforts, by volunteering, donating, or spreading the 

word. For details or to participate, contact Donna Vasiliou at philoptochos@gosaintbasil.org or 916-335-0050. 

https://www.goarch.org/oboa?brid=waG1oywsI8aSocXDSWJIMQ
https://www.goarch.org/oboa?brid=waG1oywsI8aSocXDSWJIMQ
https://www.goarch.org/oboa?brid=waG1oywsI8aSocXDSWJIMQ
https://havenofpeaceinc.org/
https://havenofpeaceinc.org/
mailto:philoptochos@gosaintbasil.org
mailto:philoptochos@gosaintbasil.org


October 10, 2025 - Mourad Goriye
October 17, 2025 - Dean Alexander
October 30, 2025 - Stella Graham
November 7, 2025 - Eleni Zarefakis 

Our yearly, Metropolis Philoptochos fundraiser, Light the
Path, was held at the Palo Alto Olympic Club on November
16 , 2025. It’s sole purpose is to benefit the Seminarians of
Holy Cross and Hellenic Colleges and was started by his
Eminence Anthony of blessed memory.

th

This year Fr. Gabriel and Presvytera Iulia joined Edna and
Michael Fields, Brandon and Maria Taylor, Terri Blum and
President Donna Vasiliou at our table representing St.Basil’s
of Stockton. It was a lovely event with his Eminence
Gerasimos in attendance. We enjoyed a Christmas choral
presentation of English and Greek holiday songs. A
beautiful venue, luscious buffet and silent auction was
enjoyed by all.

St. Basil’s Community News - Our Family

On November 6, 2025, Father Gabriel attended “The Place
of the Nicaea/Nicene Creed in Working Towards Christian
Unity Today: A Theological Conversation,” at Emanuel
Lutheran Church in Modesto, where he spoke on the
Creed’s enduring role in Christian unity from the Orthodox
perspective.

On Saturday, November 8, 2025, Gayle Maduros was
honored by Festival Chairman Peter Koulouris for her many
years of hard work and dedication to the Greek Food
Festival, especially for her efforts this year.

OCTOBER/NOVEMBER FUNERALS

Congratulations to Erene Sotiras for her wonderful and
enchanting performance in Alice in Wonderland at
Brookside School on November 8, 2025.



(Steward list updated as of 11.15.2025)

Kiriaki Aftias
Nick Aftias
Jeremiah Alba
Dean & Ruth Alexander
Spilios & Georgia Aliferis
Yiota Aliferis
Kiki Allison
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Harriet Anagnos
James Anagnos
John A. Anagnos
Popi Anagnos
Steve Anagnos
Viviana Bandy
Buck & Mary Carroll-Bandy
Pamela Barksdale
Becky Bennetto
Ron & Dea Berberian
Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides
Steve & Doreen Bestolarides
Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terry Blum
Constantine Bordokas
John & Sunday Borges
Jim & Mary Bravos
James & Angela Brusa
Theodore Carademos
Juan & Bridgette Cardenas
Jarred & Alona Chacon
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Stephen N. Chiarchianis
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
George & Janice Chimiklis
Emily Clifford
Eric & Antonia Cole
Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Fr. Gabriel & Pres. Iulia Cupsa
Evanthia Davis
Diego & Crystal De Alba
Joseph Dominguez
Economou Family
Jessica Emery

Katy Everly
Nick Evmorfia
Denise Facaros
Mary Facaros
Veronica Falcinella
Charles & Dawn Faris
Nick & Jesslyn Farros
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Georgios Fidentzis
Ilias Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Mark David Forrest
Barbara Frances
Michael & Patti Frangadakis
Charles & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie GainesJ
Kaia Gardemeyer
Aaron & Helen Garner
Rami & Claudia Georgies
Emanuel Geralis
William & Angela Gibson
Konstantino & Sofia Giourousis
Dennis Goehring
Elias & Rana Goriye
Mourad Goriye
Edward & Sali Graham
Stella Graham
Abed Hanania
Jeries & Diana Hanania
William & Sylvia Hanania
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Kirstin Herron
Mike & Kristi Hyllen
Ken & Maria Jochimsen
Barbara Johns
Michael & Despina Johnson
Sandy Jouthas
Anastassios & Gertrude Kandris
Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris
George & Kathy Kaplanis
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis

Elaine Karles
Stacie Karles
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Alan & Angelina Keigley
Amanda Khoury
Elaine Kluve
George & Marjeta Konini
Christos Konstantelos
Cumotfia Konstantelos
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Konstantelos
Demetra Kouchis
Peter & Lori Koulouris
Elefteria Koutsoulis
Gus & Vaso Koutsoulis
Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour
Despina & Andreanna Ksidakis
Georgia Laios
Harriet Lappas
Nick & Kathy Leles
Goldie Lewis
Leo & Vasiliki Lewis
Chris & Renee Livanios
Jim & Stacie Lofas
Michael & Beth Louis
Helen Lucas
Gayle Maduros
Krystalo Mandarakas
Helen Manolatos
Dan Manos
Diana Manos
Patricia Manuse
Percy & Renee Maragos
Gary & Deana Mariani
Paolo Mariani
Jose Martinez
Elizabeth Panos Mazzeo
Michael McKiever
Peter & Mary Mitracos
Solomon & Christine Mourad
Tyler Musser
Sandra Myers
Doris Nasraween



Basilian Angels
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Dea Spanos Berberian
Joseph Dominguez
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Gayle Maduros

Diana Manos
Patricia Manuse
Gary & Deana Mariani
Pete & Penny Panos
Katina Peris
Georgia Perlegos
Dean Poullos

Kerie Rishwain
Spanos Family
Michael & Helene Spanos
St. Basil Ladies Philoptochos Society
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Steve Walton

(Steward & Basilian Angel lists updated as of 11.15.2025)

Jim & Niki Natsis
Moises Navarro
Alex & Popi Nicolaou
Steve Nicolaou 
Jonathan & Angela Oconnor
Kimberly Palacioz
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Pete & Penny Panos
Alexis Papachristos
Vicki Papachristos
Mark & Lenna Papadimatos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
William Papadogiannis
Chris Papas
Chris Wm. Papas
Stephanie Papas
Andy & Jennifer Pappas
John & Paula Pappas
Billy Paraskevas
Harriett Paresivopolous
Don & Cynthia Pascarella
George Pascut
Despina Peppas
Katina Peris
Georgia Perlegos
Helen Perlegos
Jeff & Betty Perlegos
Jeff & Jessica Perlegos
Pete Perlegos
Dean & Marie Poullos
Antonia Prescott

Paris & Kelly Proestakis
Robert & Kathryn Prucyk
Carl Ramirez
Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Linda Righetti
Garen Rishard
Ray & Georgianna Rishwain
Jim & Evie Robinson
Gus & Catherine Ropalidis
Barry & Alexis Ruhl
Theoni Salcedo
Stephen Saturno
Alexandra Schoonover
John & Rose Siliverdis
James Simos
George & Pat Simpfenderfer
Tracey Sittig
John & Evette Sola
Ishmael Solario
Jennifer Sorour
Nagui & Laila Sorour
Fr. Pete & Pres Angie Sotiras
Spanos Family
Mr. & Mrs. Alex & Faye Spanos 
(in loving memory)
James Spanos
Michael & Helene Spanos
Thomas Spanos
William & Maria Stamos
Maria Stefan

Nicholas Stefan
Brandon & Maria Taylor
Dino Theodoratos
Shamla Tounou
Phyllis Trachiotis
Alexander Triantaphilides
Paul & Christine Tsampis
Mike & Amber Tsarnas
JoAnne Tsirelas
John Tsirelas
Niki Tsirelas
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
John & Laura Tsirelas
Stanley Tzikas
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou
Anthony & Danielle Vasquez
Ellece Papas Vasti
George Octavian Velis
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Miroslav & Nada Vicijan
Jerry Victor
Kathryn Walkowiec
Samuel Wall
Steven J. Walton
Gary & Christine Wiebe
Carla Wolf
Leah Xanttopulos
Bobbe Xenos
Creighton & Bertha Younnel
Matthew & Eleni Zarefakis



Call Edna Fields @ (209) 598-5746
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

Basilian Booster’s

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org





St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


