
     IN THIS ISSUE

Stewardship

St. Basil’s Dome

Renovation

Our Parish Feast Day

Congratulations 2026

Parish Council

Members

February Ministries

Galentine’s Ladies

Book Club

Makaronatha Luncheon

Greek Dance Practice

Resumes

SAVE THE DATE 2026

Lenten Retreat

St. Basil Bookstore

Safety/Security

Ministry

Join the Philoptochos

Society

YA Lenten Retreat

GOYA Lenten Retreat

2026 Stewards

February 2026

Calendar

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 6 THE BASILIAN
M O N T H L Y  N E W S L E T T E R  O F  T H E  S T .  B A S I L  G R E E K  O R T H O D O X  C H U R C H

V O L U M E  2 6 ,  I S S U E  2  



Living Our Faith as We Prepare for Great Lent

Brothers and sisters in Christ,

Here in February, deep in the Triodion, we stand on the threshold of Great Lent, beginning
Clean Monday, February 23. This sacred time calls us to examine our lives honestly and to
embrace stewardship—not as an obligation, but as the natural outflow of gratitude for all God
has given. 

Our Archdiocese teaches that Orthodox stewardship is truly “a way of life,” one that
acknowledges our accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God. Every blessing—
our time, talents, treasures, and the very world around us—belongs to Him first. We are
invited to return them with open hands, using them to draw nearer to Christ and to serve those
He loves. St. Basil the Great, our patron, lived this truth boldly. He built the Basiliad to care
for the sick, orphans, and poor, declaring plainly: “The bread you hold back belongs to the
hungry; the coat you guard in your wardrobe belongs to the naked.” He saw withholding from
the needy not as mere selfishness, but as a form of theft from those God entrusts to our care.
His words challenge us: Are we truly following Christ if we hoard what was never ours alone?

Great Lent sharpens this call through prayer, fasting, and almsgiving—the very heartbeat of
stewardship. In these disciplines, we learn detachment, humility, and generous love. In every
Divine Liturgy it is proclaimed: “Thine own of Thine own we offer unto Thee, in behalf of all
and for all.” We don’t earn God’s love; we respond to it by giving back what is already His. In
that humble offering, our hearts soften, love grows, the Church is strengthened, and we ready
ourselves for the Paschal joy. St. Basil, St. John Chrysostom, and our cloud of witnesses
urges us onward. Let us not delay.

Please, prayerfully complete your 2026 Pledge Card—now simpler with digital options.
Approach it with a generous heart while trusting God to multiply what we return to Him. This
act of faith becomes part of our Lenten journey toward resurrection life.

May St. Basil intercede for us as we walk this path together.

In Christ’s love, Michael Fields and the Stewardship Team

Stewardship 
The Joy of Giving our Best Gift! 

Donate

To make a gift today, simply use the QR code 
or click on “Donate” to the right.

Stewardship Card

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online


Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!

We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that will, as
Evie Robinson said at the Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over our church - a

sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.  

Click to Donate

Thank you to the following Donors!
Cliff & Georgia Adams
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Jim & Terri Blum
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
Angelo Dakopolos
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Edward & Sali Graham

Stella Graham
Justin Joyner
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Krystalos Mandarakas
Gary & Deana Mariani
Peter & Mary Mitracos
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Dimetra Papadogiannis

Wilma Papadogiannis
Helen Perlegos
Stephan Saturno
Tracey Sittig
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Jerry Victor
Steven J. Walton
Hilary Wells

Use the QR code
to the left to
make your
donation today!

Use the QR code to
the left to make your
donation today!

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr


Our Parish Feast Day - St. Basil the Great
Thursday, January 1, 2026

We give thanks to our Lord for another truly beautiful and blessed celebration of our Feast Day. We were
honored to have among us His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, His Grace Bishop
Ioannis, Fr. James Retelas, Archdeacon Justin Bosl, and of course Fr. Gabriel, who led us in prayer and
celebrated this special feast. We were also blessed by the presence of a great number of seminarians and
altar boys. Thank you to everyone who joined us, and may our beloved patron saint continue to intercede for
us always! A huge thank you also to our Ladies Philoptochos for putting together a wonderful reception, and
to Nikki Tsirelas for generously offering her lovingly made and always delicious vasilopita.



Congratulations to our 2026 Parish Council Members
Sunday, January 11, 2026

Thank you to Bill Paraskevas, Helen Perlegos, Chris Pappas, Vicki Papachristos, Peter Koulouris, Dennis
Goehring, Alex Aliferis, Jim Natsis and Anthony Vasquez (+ Jeff Perlegos and Paolo Mariani who are not in
the picture). Congratulations and may God give you strength as we begin a new year! Praying for a fruitful
year serving our community and fulfilling our mission entrusted to us by the Lord. God bless you!























Elaine Kluve
Demetra Kouchis
Peter & Lori Koulouris
Nasi & Katie Koutsoullis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea
Ghandour
Paolo Mariani
Jose Martinez
Sandra Myers
Steve Nicolaou
John  & Paula Pappas
Alexis Papachristos
Vicki Papachristos
Mark & Lenna Padadimatos
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Nick & Angelina Panos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
Antonia Prescott
Garen Rishard

(Steward & Basilian list updated as of 1.25.2026)

Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terry Blum
Jim & Mary Bravos
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Tom and Deana Chiarchianis
Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Katy Everly
Economou Family
Denise Facaros
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Ilias & Lisa Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Charles (Cj) & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie Gaines
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Xynxyl & Jacklyne Hutchins
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis

Jim & Evie Robinson
Steven Saturno
Carley Sawatsky
John & Rose Siliverdis
Fr. Pete & Pres Angie
Sotiras
James Spanos
William & Maria
Stamos
Brandon & Maria
Taylor
Donna Vasiliou
Rodama & Vasilios
Veziris
Kathy Walkowiec
Gary & Christine
Wiebe
Leah Xanttopulos
Emmanouel Yeralis

Basilian Angels
Michael & Edna Fields

Steven J. Walton



Call Edna Fields @ (209) 598-5746
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

Basilian Booster’s

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org





St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


