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As we enter the sacred season of Great Lent, we are invited to embrace this time of
spiritual renewal with the authentic phronema—the mind of Christ—that defines our
Orthodox faith. In the Orthodox understanding, stewardship is not merely a financial
obligation but a profound expression of gratitude, trust, and love toward God, who is the
source of all blessings. As stewards, we recognize that everything we have—time,
talents, and treasure—belongs to Him, and we return a portion cheerfully and
proportionately, offering back "Your own of Your own we offer to You, in all and for all"
in thanksgiving (from the Divine Liturgy). 

This Lenten journey of fasting, prayer, repentance, and almsgiving aligns beautifully
with our call to stewardship. Great Lent strips away excess, refocuses our hearts on
Christ, and cultivates generosity towards God and neighbor. It is a season to deepen
our phronema, living as true caretakers of the gifts entrusted to us. 

With joy, we congratulate our beloved parish for a remarkable achievement in
2025! For the first time in many years, we surpassed our annual Stewardship goal
of $335,000, receiving $337,468.05 in contributions. This success reflects the
faithful commitment of our stewards and is a testament to the vibrant life of our
parish. Well done, good and faithful servants! 

Building on this momentum, the Stewardship Team invites everyone to Stewardship
Sunday on March 15  and to embrace our theme: "The Joy of Giving Our Best Gift."
True joy arises not from holding back but from offering our best—sacrificially and
gratefully—to support the ministries, worship, outreach, and fellowship that sustain our
parish life.  We’re excited to grow Stewardship even more and we plan to share our
2026 vision at Stewardship Sunday and throughout the year in various ways because
Stewardship is essential for our spiritual well-being and relationship with God. Our Lord
Himself says: “where your treasure is, there your heart will be also”. (Matthew 6:21).

th

Please take a moment during this holy season to complete a pledge card whether online
or with the paper form available in the parish office. We also ask that you prayerfully
consider the giving guidelines in determining your best gift. If you already fil led your
pledge card yet feel compelled to increase it after reading the giving guidelines below,
you are more than welcome to do so. Whatever your amount, we are most grateful, and
pray it is a meaningful step in our shared journey toward Pascha and beyond. 
May the prayers and ascetic efforts of Great Lent fil l us with the joy of generous hearts,
as we offer our best gifts to the Lord who gave everything for us. 

In Christ’s love,
The Stewardship Team: Fr. Pete, Fr. Gabriel, Edna Fields (Chair); Paolo Mariani (Vice-
Chair); George Crosthwaite, Janis Chimiklis, Donna Vasiliou, Danielle Vasquez and
Michael Fields.

The Joy of Giving our Best Gift! 

Stewardship Sunday:
March 15, 2026



2026 St. Basil Giving Guidelines 

1)   Moving towards the Tithe
The concept of tithing (giving 10% of one’s income) is found in various places in Scripture (ie: Genesis
14:20; Numbers 18:21; Malachi 3:7-10; Matthew 23:23).

In accordance with the ancient biblical principle of the tithe, “Stewardship is recommended to be ten
percent (10%) of one’s annual income as stated in Holy Scripture to help meet the financial obligations
of the Parish, the Metropolis and the Archdiocese.” (2025 Greek Orthodox Archdiocese Regulations,
Part 3, Article 18, Section 1, pg. 31). 

While tithing is the biblical ideal, some of us may not be at a place where we feel we can give 10% of
our income. In light of all this, our goal is to have parishioners move towards the tithe.If you gave 1% of
your income last year, give 2% ; if you gave 2% go to 3% and so forth. Ultimately, there is no minimum
or maximum Stewardship commitment, and we are grateful for any amount you are able to do and that
makes you feel good inside your heart!

2)   What do we treasure?
Our Lord taught, “For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:21). In Money &
Salvation: An Invitation to the Good Way, Andrew Geleris says, “The four Gospels record Jesus talking
far more about finances than any other single topic except the kingdom of God.”Why? What the Lord is
trying to teach us is that stewardship is essential for a healthy relationship with God and our spiritual
health. 

In light of this, what do we treasure? What we treasure can be determined by our personal budget—
could someone see how important God is to us based on our home budget?  We are called in the
Scriptures to give our fruits-fruits, our very best to God. We are called to imitate Abel who gave his very
best to God, in contrast to his brother Cain who did not (Genesis 4:3-5). In other words, we want to
avoid the mindset of giving whatever is left over at the end of the year. If God is our priority, we’re
called to show that through our Stewardship.

Another way to determine if our gift is our best is if it compares to or exceeds contributions we make to
hobbies, memberships, sport tickets, tv and streaming services, etc. (Matthew 6:21).

3)   Give joyfully
The other essential aspect of determining our stewardship is that the amount we offer is one we can do
joyfully, “not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2 Cor. 9:7). 

4)   Frequency of giving
Giving frequently (weekly or monthly) is preferred for a few reasons: 1) it’s easier to give regularly
rather than infrequently at larger amounts, or even one large sum at the end of the year; 2) it greatly
helps the Church with its monthly expenses; and 3) if we end up blessed financially more than what we
had anticipated, we can always adjust our gift.

It’s also important to keep in mind that our pledged amount can be adjusted if we have an unanticipated
hardship. Again, the Church is not here to bring us harm, but rather to help us prioritize God in our life. 

Donate
To make a gift today, simply use the QR

codes on the right.  Stewardship Card

Weekly or monthly auto-pay option - using one of the methods
available to us here at St. Basil parish is encouraged to help
keep things simple, and it helps the parish with cash flow and
planning. 

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online


Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!

We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that will, as
Evie Robinson said at the Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over our church - a

sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.  

Click to Donate

Thank you to the following Donors!
Cliff & Georgia Adams
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Jim & Terri Blum
Tom & Deana Chiarchianis
Angelo Dakopolos
Michael & Edna Fields
Emanuel Geralis
Edward & Sali Graham

Stella Graham
Justin Joyner
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Krystalos Mandarakas
Gary & Deana Mariani
Peter & Mary Mitracos
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Dimetra Papadogiannis

Wilma Papadogiannis
Helen Perlegos
Stephan Saturno
Tracey Sittig
Mik Tsarnas
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Jerry Victor
Steven J. Walton
Hilary Wells

Use the QR code
to the left to
make your
donation today!

Use the QR code to
the left to make your
donation today!

https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr


















Stockton Daughters of Penelope News

CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT LAS CASUELAS

To ring in the holiday season, the Stockton and Modesto AHEPA Families once again came together for a
Christmas lunch at Las Casuelas Restaurant in Manteca. Those that attended were welcomed by Mark & Athena
Hallock, District 21 Governors, who also gave some insight of future happenings in 2026. Sparta and Phaedra
Presidents Kathy Leles and Anna Affholter welcomed everyone and thanked them for their generous donations of
unwrapped gifts for the children at Family Promise. Kathy Leles and Tom Chiarchianis, President of Stockton
AHEPA 212, also presented District Governor Athena Hallock with DOP scholarships in memory of AHEPAN
Bill Panagopoulos and Daughter Kay Chiarchianis. In addition, the Stockton Maids of Athena Eleftheria chapter
held their annual Christmas tree gift card raffle which was very successful due to the generosity of those attended.
Moneys raised will go towards national and local chosen projects this year. Thank you to those who attended. It
surely was such a wonderful gathering of Sisters and Brothers!

PAINT & SIP

Our 2nd annual Daughters of Penelope Paint & Sip event was again a huge success. Twenty-five artists came to
Consumnes River Farm Winery to paint olive branches on a bottle, then were able to have it filled with either
olive oil or vinegar compliments of the winery. Thank you to Sister Elena Panos and her husband Nick for
hosting the event as well as offering raffle prizes. The two lucky winners of a gift basket were JoAnne
Panagopoulos and Teri Blum. Proceeds from this event will go towards the non-profit organizations we support
locally and nationally. We thank everyone who attended. If you missed this one, another Paint & Sip event is
being planned for the fall.



DAUGHTERS OF PENELOPE – COFFEE HOUR

Thank you to everyone who made our Coffee Hour a success as we raised funds for The American Heart
Association and the GoRed campaign. This campaign is a premier initiative launched in 2004 to raise awareness
that cardiovascular disease hits many women nationwide. It promotes action to reduce risk, supports research and
encourages wearing red in the month of February. We thank all the Sisters of the Daughters of Penelope, as well
as the ladies of Philoptochos, that came together for this worthwhile cause. We are happy to have raised $140.00
in donations thanks to the generosity of many parishioners.

Interfaith Tea

Catechism Classes 2026

Dessie Ksidakis, her carer, Trina, Vladimir
and Tiara were also in attendance. The
kardopita, made by Bobbie Xenos and Gayle
Maduros was a big hit. We passed copies of
the karidopita recipe to all who were
interested.

About 40 people were in attendance at our first catechism class;  
glory be to God for such a blessed and record-setting beginning.
Catechism Classes continue for all those inquiring into Orthodoxy
and those who are Orthodox and wish to get a refresher. These
classes are an opportunity to learn more and explore the teachings,
traditions, and practices of the Orthodox Church. 
See the attached flyer for more details.







William & Sylvia Heinrich
Xynxyl & Jacklyne Hutchins
Sherri Jones
Sandra Jouthas
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Alan & Angelina Keigley
Elaine Kluve
George & Marjeta Konini
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Konstantelos
Demetra Kouchis
Peter & Lori Koulouris
Nasi & Katie Koutsoullis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour
Paolo Mariani
Jose Martinez
Sandra Myers
Steve Nicolaou
Mark & Lenna Padadimatos
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Nick & Angelina Panos
Alexis Papachristos
Vicki Papachristos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
John S. & Paula Pappas
George Pascut
Antonia Prescott
Dr. Charles & Liberty Ramirez

Liliana & Elena Rebegeanu
Garen Rishard
Kerie Rishwain
Jim & Evie Robinson
Gus & Catherine Ropalidis
Barry & Alexis Ruhl 
Stephen Saturno
Carley Sawatsky
John & Rose Siliverdis
Evette Sola
Fr. Pete & Pres Angie Sotiris
Alex & Faye Spanos (In Loving Memory)
James Spanos
William & Maria Stamos
Maria Stefan
Brandon & Maria Taylor
Shamla Tounou
Mike & Amber Tsarnas
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou
Anthony & Danielle Vasquez
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Jerry Victor
Kathy Walkowiec
Steven J. Walton
Gary & Christine Wiebe
Leah Xanttopulos
Emmanouel Yeralis

(Steward & Basilian list updated as of 2.28.2026)

Jermiah Alba
Ruth Alexander
Georgia Aliferis
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Harriet Anagnos
Steven Anagnos
Buck & Mary Carroll-Bandy
Ron & Dea Berberian 
Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terri Blum
Jim & Mary Bravos
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Tom and Deana Chiarchianis
Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Michael & Gia Duffy
Economou Family
Katy Everly
Denise Facaros
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Ilias & Lisa Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Charles (Cj) & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie Gaines
Aaron & Helen Garner
Emanuel Geralis
Edward & Sali Graham
Scott & Abigail Gregory

Basilian Angels

Jim & Mary BravosAngelo & Olympia Anagnos

Steven J. Walton

Michael & Edna Field



Call the office at (209) 478 - 7564
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

Basilian Booster’s

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org





St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


