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6 Reasons Why Tithing is Good |ESSEEEEAN (It
for an Orthodox Parish |

STEWARDSHIP
MIMNISTRY

(The following article was written by Fr. Andrew Steph Damick on Oct. 27, 2015 and has been
abbreviated and reformatted; for the article in its entirety, visit Ancient Faith Ministries & search Fr.

Damick’s name under blogs).

Tithing is good for the Orthodox Christian and therefore good for the Orthodox parish. Now, the reasons
| am going to list below are not all equally important. Indeed, if | had to answer the question, “Why
should | tithe?” | would answer only with #1. That’s the real reason. #2-#6 are essentially useful effects
of tithing that should help us to focus on #1. So here are six of my reasons. #1 is the most important
and really the point of all of it.

1. Tithing enables us to be saved.

Tithing...is a powerful way that we give of ourselves, that we turn over what we have to God so that we
are opened to receiving His healing and blessing. It's a basic principle of Christian spiritual life that we
cannot receive God’s blessing if we are holding back on Him. Why? We can’t be filled with God if we
remain full of ourselves. Tithing helps us to empty ourselves. Don’t get me wrong—giving money is not
the only way that we work out our salvation and become open to receiving blessings. But whatever we
have, we have to give to God. And if we have money, then we have to give money. If we don’t have
money, then of course we don’t have to give it. But we have to give what we have, whatever it is, and
with the way our culture is so grasping and possessive about money, it really is one of the best things
for us to give if we can. Money is one of the places where we spiritually hurt the most! So we need to
pay attention to that wound.

2. Tithing shows that we’re serious.

When | speak of tithing here, | am referring most obviously to giving 10% of income, but for this article,
you can define tithing as serious giving. 10% is serious for most of us. For some of us who are more
affluent, 10% is not that serious, and we should do more because we can. And for some of us, 10% is
unaffordable, so we need to be serious with another percentage. But the point is to be serious. So if
you’re not serious, get serious. How do you know if you're serious? Well, to start with, if you're spending
more on cable TV or other forms of entertainment every month than you’re giving to the Church, it's a
safe guess that you’re not being serious about giving. | love the phrase “put your money where your
mouth is.” It’s definitely true. Jesus says almost exactly the same thing when He says, “Where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also” (Matt. 6:21, Luke

12:34). Where we put our money proves where are hearts are. Where is your heart?



3. Tithing is absolutely Orthodox.

Some people say that tithing is not Orthodox. This is nonsense. Giving is Orthodox. Asceticism is
Orthodox. Generosity is Orthodox. Ministry is Orthodox. Discipline is Orthodox.

The purpose in tithing is not because it is an “absolute requirement” in order to be saved. It’'s not. But
how can we be saved if we do not nurture a truly generous heart? And how can we nurture that
generous heart without becoming disciplined about giving all that we have? The Orthodox Church
understands how to become disciplined. We understand asceticism. This is one of the best ways to do
it.

Tithing was a minimum set up in the Old Covenant (and there were multiple tithes, equaling about 23%).
100% is the standard in the New Covenant (Acts 4), and when the Fathers talk about tithing, they say
that because the New is superior to the Old, we give more than the Old Covenant people did.

So perhaps it’s true that “tithing is not Orthodox.” But that’s not because we give less than 10%, but
because we give more than 10%. God is merciful, of course, and if we’re not ready to meet that
standard, we can work toward it. But are we working toward it? If not, let’s get on it.

4. Tithing becomes ministry.

There are things that a parish would love to do but just can’t because they don’t have the money for it.
Perhaps they could improve or repair the building or build a new one. They could start that iconography
project. They could get an assistant priest. They could hire a youth director. They could give to charities.
They could fund continuing education for the priest, the choir director, or other parish workers. They
could bring in special speakers. They could sponsor kids to summer camp. They could sponsor people
to go on pilgrimages. They could do a lot more outreach. They could feed the hungry and clothe the
naked. The possibilities really are almost endless. The point is that God takes what we give, blesses it,
and then returns it to us for our sanctification. When we give our money, God turns it into ministry. And
sometimes ministry is just the most basic things, like keeping the priest from having an outside secular
job, keeping health insurance in place for him and his family, paying the parish’s utility bills, buying
supplies, etc.

When we tithe, that’'s what God does with our money. It doesn’t go to lining anyone’s pockets. Most
clergy—not just Orthodox, but all clergy—are actually rather underpaid for their level of education,
experience and the labor they put in. And almost none of them ever get a raise for preaching about
tithing. And a lot of them are tithing themselves. In many parishes, the priest is one of the top givers,
and he usually does it on a salary far below the parish average.

5. Tithing ends money problems for the parish, once and for all.

If a mission parish has 25 tithing families who each make roughly the national average ($50k/yr.), the
collective income for the parish would be $125k, which is usually plenty for a mission to function on. If a
parish has 50 tithing families who make that average, pledge income would be $250k. We are now well
above the income of most medium to small parishes. If there are 100 families who tithe like that, the
income would be $500k. And they’re probably about to burn any mortgage, buy new land, build
something new or start a new mission. Or maybe they’re hiring a couple more clergy, a secretary, etc.



How many 100-family parishes have half a million dollars to use every year? Even if half the families in
a parish start tithing or even if that same half started giving just 5%, the parish would probably never

have any more money problems ever.

6. Tithing changes a parish culture.

Related to #5, | sometimes hear that, if only the membership knew all the money problems in their
parish, they would be inspired to give a little bit more. Giving information and insight to the unmotivated
usually doesn’t accomplish much. But what if we started thinking about parish life in a whole new way?
What if we stopped talking and worrying about paying for things and started thinking about why each of
us needs to become generous, serious givers? We have to put the horse before the cart: We don’t
develop a culture of generosity by complaining about money problems. We develop a culture of
generosity, and our money problems go away.

A tithing parish sees itself as a group of people ministering to one another, not as a group of people who
are paying for something or expect to get something. And that’s the kind of parish that’s truly Christian,

because they have love for each other (John 13:35).

STEWARDSHIP

-THE JOY OF GIVING OUR BEST GIFT!-

=

TO MARE A GIFT TODAY, SIMPLY USE THE QR CODES
BELOW.

Stewardship Card



https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online

Thank you to the followmg Donors!

Cliff & Georgia Adams Justin Joyner Stephan Saturno

Angelo & Olympia Anagnos Robert & Katherine Kassab Tracey Sittig

Jim & Terri Blum Krystalos Mandarakas Mik Tsarnas

Tom & Deana Chiarchianis Gary & Deana Mariani Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Angelo Dakopolos Peter & Mary Mitracos Jerry Victor

Michael & Edna Fields JoAnne Panagopoulos Steven J. Walton
Emanuel Geralis Dimetra Papadogiannis Hilary Wells

Edward & Sali Graham Wilma Papadogiannis Pete & Valli Wigt

Stella Graham Helen Perlegos

Be part of St. Basil Parish History for up to 200 years! Your great-great...
grandchildren will know you helped make our beautiful dome possible!
We approved the stainless steel Titanium Nitride (bronze) color coating that will, as
Evie Robinson said at the Parish Assembly, shine like a “halo” over our church - a

sign and beautiful silent witness to our community.

Use the QR code
to the left to
make your
donation today!

Use the QR code to

the left to make your
donation today!


https://checkout.square.site/merchant/ML10F5EYY5PBV/checkout/ODRCTEUJE44VB5YPNHHQFTIU?src=webqr

Greek Independence Day Celebration

Sunday, March 29, 2026

. A

Lazarus Saturday Youth Retreat
Saturday, April 4, 2026
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Great and Holy Pascha 2026

(Pictures from April 10, 11 & 12, 2026)
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the Gospel of Mark. The last Bible Study for
May will be May 14.

Teen Night

Friday, May 1, 2026 (next Teen Night - May 31*) |

Michael Fields received a Catechist certificate from
St. Vlasimir's Orthodox Seminary recently and
assists Fr. Pete with leading catechism. We thank
Michael for his dedication!

End of the year Sunday School
Recognition and Scholarship Sunday

Sunday, May 17, 2026

Following the Divine Liturgy

AV
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Sundfoy, Moy 10, 2026

77?9%%*

BRUNCH
FOLLOWING THE LITURGY

$20 Adults, $5 Children,
Children aged 5 & under - free

RSVP by Thursday, May 7, 2026
at 209-478-7564 or office@gosaintbasil.org

Menu:
Scrambled Eggs, Bacon, Specialty Sausage,
Home Fried Potatoes, Fruit, Croissants,
Toast, Mimosas, Coffee, Ice Tea

This Philoptochos sponsored event proceeds 10
henefit Local & Metropolis charities



2026 Food Festival .
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Work Party Schedule T
June 25/26 Koulourakia - 9:00 am
July 8/9 Kourambiethes - 9:00 am
Aug 4/5 Dolmades - 9:00 am
Aug 8 Keftethes - 9:00 am
Aug 19/20 Melomakarona - 9:00 am

Aug 22 Argolavous - 9:00 am

Aug 25/26 Spanakopita - 9:00 am

Sep 7/8/9 Baklava (Sep. 8" following Divine Liturgy

at 10 am)

Dates/times are subject fo change.
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‘| HLLE] MEN'S FELLOWSHIP

E"EE“" |
e M) THURSDAY NIGHT,
Eﬁiiiﬁ “t“l 5 BV MAY 21, 2026
- ~~ ¥ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm
Location: Fireside Room

St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church,
Stockton, CA

> | LADIES BOOK CLuB

#1ESSONS

e TUESDAY,

MAY 12, 2026, 6 - 8 PM. - ‘
LOCATION: VICKI PAPACHRISOS’ HOME Aa
: - Men’s Fellowship aims to offer men
Join us once a month for a potluck dinner and book club (both Orthodox and non-Orthodox) a
for women focused on Orthodox Spirituality, the lives of place to develop and strengthen
the Saints, and other various reads, promoting growth in friendship, offer support to live the life i
our faith, relationships and lives. Christ and to reach our God-given

potential.

Reading: ‘6 Hours, 7 Lessons” by Fr. Nicholas
and Dr. Roxanne Louh.

ST. BASIL

VIP MINISTRY
%>»—>v.%cé

VIP is our SENIOR MINISTRY and it is an opportunity to gather the distinguished
and beloved members of our parish for fellowship, a meal and to hear a
presentation on the faith or a topic of interest.

Please join us for the next session:

Tuesday, May 19,2026

11:30 am - 1 pm
in the Church Hall.




ey Saint Nicholas Ranch
N & Retreat Center s,

Saint Nicholas Ranch Presentation

Sunday, May 24, 2026

Following the Divine Liturgy. in the Church Hall.

St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church Stockton, CA

GRILEEF MINISTRY
Led by Patricia Manuse, LCSW

=

Tuesdays, May 12 § 26, 2026

HOURS, 11:30 am - 1:00 pm
& Location: Fireside Room & Zoom

S—
HOWEREIvPS Reading: 6 Hours, 7 Lessons: How Christ’s Light Transcends

LIGHT TRANSCENDS

OUR DARKNESS Ourpmm bymﬂ'ﬂmﬁm and
LESSONS Dr. Roxanne K. Louh

The group provides a confidential and nurturing environment
SRR R DA LS focused on mutual support, understanding strategies and skills
S S g e N of the grieving process and coping with loss.

&

Authors of Renewing Youw: A Priest, a Psychologist, and a Plan

i

If you are interested in participating, please email Patty:
patriciamanuse@gmail.com; call or text: (209) 337-5401.



2  Endof Year
- TEEN NIGHT

Grades 9 -12

Sunday, May 31st, 2026,

Starting at 6:00 PM
Location: Fr. Pete & Pres. Angie’s Home

All teens in middle and high school
are invited Friday evening to gather
together for a night of fun, faith-
building and discussion about teen
| life. Looking forward to seeing you all

there!

For more information please contact Fr. Gabriel at

ﬁ‘gabriel @gosaintbasil.org

Meeting Schedule

When: Sunday, May 24th, 2026

Support Group: 6:00 PM in the Fireside Room
920 W. March Lane, Stockton, CA (adjacent to the parish hall)

Paraklesis Service to St. Anastasia: 7:15 PM in the Church (open to all)

The Saint Anastasia Fellowship offers a safe, supportive space for those facing addiction,
relapse, or the risk of developing it - along with their loved ones. Grounded in
Orthodox Christian faith, the group is facilitated by a trained Orthodox Christian in
recovery. We uphold a sacred commitment to conﬁdentiality, and sharing personal
experiences is entirely voluntary. Everyone is welcome on this path of hope, healing, and
renewal.

St. Anastasia, Deliverer from Addictions, pray for us!

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: MICHAEL FIELDS
PHONE: 209-817-1913 EMAIL: MICHAEL.FIELDS44@PROTON.ME




Community News -

Saint Basil’s community is excited to share that one
of our own is heeding the Great Commission and
entering the mission field more deeply. For the
past four years, Angelina Rivara has served for one
week at Saint Innocent Orphanage to build a home
with Project Mexico. This year, she is going for the
entire summer as an Intern. Angelina will be living
at Saint Innocent Orphanage in Rosarito, Mexico
and guiding volunteer teams from all over the
United States as they construct new homes weekly
throughout the Tijuana area.

Please consider supporting our precious sister with
your love and prayers. Each intern is asked to raise
$3,000 to cover living expenses. If you are able to
support her internship financially, you can do so by
clicking on this link:
https://pm.managedmissions.com/MyTrip/angelin

arivaral or using the QR code below:

If you would like to learn more about Project
Mexico and Saint Innocent Orphanage, please visit:

https://www.projectmexico.org/

PROJECT MEXICO

& St. Innocent Orphanage

Your donation supports people in need through ProjectMexico.org

Patron: st¢. A ngelina of Albania
I humbly ask for your prayers
yffer my time

fts to God.

Angelina Rivara
(209) 924-7131

2larivara@gmail.com

About Our Family

Our parish was proudly represented at the District
Oratorical Festival held at St. Anna Greek Orthodox
Abed
Hanania, and Noah Frank. Congratulations to all!

Church in Roseville by Justin Sotiras,

David Gabriel Cupsa was baptized on Saturday,
April 18, 2026, and we warmly welcome this sweet
baby into our Orthodox family. We thank our entire
community for being present at this blessed and
meaningful moment in our lives, and for all your
love and support that you offered and continue to
offer us and baby David. We feel deeply blessed to
be surrounded by such a caring and faithful
community. May God bless each of you!

Welcome Baby David!!

Fr. Gabriel & Iulia



https://pm.managedmissions.com/MyTrip/angelinarivara1
https://pm.managedmissions.com/MyTrip/angelinarivara1
https://www.projectmexico.org/
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Jermiah Alba

Ruth Alexander

Georgia Aliferis

Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Harriet Anagnos

John Anagnos

Popi Anagnos

Steven Anagnos

Buck & Mary Carroll-Bandy
Aram Berberian

Ron & Dea Berberian

Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides
Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terri Blum
Constantine Bordakas

John & Sunday Borges

Jim & Mary Bravos

Theodore Carademos
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Tom and Deana Chiarchianis
George & Janice Chimiklis
Emily Clifford

Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Fr. Gabriel & Pres Iulia Cupsa
Michael & Gia Duffy
Economou Family

Enoch Family

Katy Everly

Denise Facaros

Charles & Dawn Faris
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Georgios Fidentzis

llias & Lisa Fidentzis

Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Barbara Frances

Michael & Pat Frangadakis

E
"‘falth o

community

Charles (C)) & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie Gaines
Eddie & Elena Garcia
Aaron & Helen Garner
Emanuel Geralis

William & Angela Gibson
Sofia Giourousis

Elias & Rana Goriye
Edward & Sali Graham
Scott & Abigail Gregory
Jeries & Diana Hanania
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Xynxyl & Jacklyne Hutchins
Barbara Johns

Sherri Jones

Tommy Jones

Sandra Jouthas

Celeste Kaischi

Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis
Elaine Karles

Robert & Katherine Kassab
Alan & Angelina Keigley
Elaine Kluve

George & Marjeta Konini

Mr. & Mrs. Nick Konstantelos

Demetra Kouchis
Gracie Koulouris

Peter & Lori Koulouris
Kosta & Vaso Koutsoulis
Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis

Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour

Anastasios Laios

Leo & Vasiliki Lewis
Michael & Beth Louis
Gayle Maduros

Percy & Renee Maragos

(Basilian list updated as of 4/30/2026)
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blessing

Gary & Deana Mariani
Paolo Mariani

Jose Martinez

Elizabeth Panos Mazzeo
Michael McKiever
Solomon & Christine Mourad
Sandra Myers

Steve Nicolaou

Angela O’'Connor

Mark & Lenna Padadimatos
Kimberly Palacioz

JoAnne Panagopoulos
Nick & Angelina Panos
Pete & Penny Panos
Alexis Papachristos

Vicki Papachristos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
Chris Papas

John S. & Paula Pappas
Don & Cynthia Pascarella
George Pascut

Alfredo Perez

Katine Peris

Helen Perlegos

Rodica Petrea

Gianis Polizogopoulos
Antonia Prescott

Paris & Kelly Proestakis
Dr. Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Liliana & Elena Rebegeanu
Garen Rishard

Kerie Rishwain

Raymond & Georgianna Rishwain

Jim & Evie Robinson
Paula Robinson

VISIO

talent
< planning

"‘falth e

community

Gus & Catherine Ropalidis
Barry & Alexis Ruhl
Stephen Saturno

Carley Sawatsky

Alexandra Schoonover
John & Rose Siliverdis
Tracey Sittig

Evette Sola

Fr. Pete & Pres Angie Sotiris
Alex & Faye Spanos (In Loving Memory)
James Spanos

William & Maria Stamos
Maria Stefan

Brandon & Maria Taylor
Dino Theodoratos

Shamla Tounou

Phyllis Trachiotis

Paul & Christine Tsampis
Mike Tsarnas

Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Joann Tsirelas

John Tsirelas

Niki Tsirelas

Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou

Anthony & Danielle Vasquez
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Jerry Victor

Kathy Walkowiec

Steven J. Walton

Gary & Christine Wiebe
Leah Xanttopulos

Bobbe Xenos

Emmanouel Yeralis

(Basilian list updated as of 4/30/2026)



Basilian Angels

Angelo & Olympia Anagnos Emanuel Geralis Dean & Maria Poullos
Danny Bestolarides Pete & Penny Panos Steven J. Walton

Jim & Mary Bravos Katina Peris Pete & Valli Wigt
Michael & Edna Fields Helen Perlegos

Thank you to our Basilian Angels. Your sponsorship helps us share news, events and
resources that strengthen our church family and reach our wider community.

Please consider becoming a Basilian Angel. We welcome any donation.

(Basilian list updated as of 4/30/2026)

Maids of Athena- Chapter 278 is proud to
partner with Ray of Hope for our
upcoming service project:

Items needed: |
Diapers ’
Formula
Clothing

Socks
Hygiene products
Etc

Please contact Ava Tounou
if you have any questions:
avatounou@gmail.com




Basilian Booster’s

Lauchland & Bestolarides If you would like to advertise
Certified Public Accountants your business in the

Ted H. Bestolarides, CPA Basilian, please send your

requests or questions to

1502 St. Marks Plaza, Suite 8 Teleph;::; gggj} g::;m Basilia n@gosaintbasiLorg

Stockton, CA 95207
tbesto@thbcpa.com Cell: (209) 607-5644

Hall Rental Information

Saint Basnl Greek Orthodox Church Hall Rental

Our remodeled rental facility holds
up to 380 People with an expandable

partitioned wall for smaller events.

Call the office at (209) 478 - 7564
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

920 West March Lane Stockton CA

wwwgosaintbasil.org

FAITH-BASED
Weddings
Baptisms

First Communions
Quincenerias
Memorials
FUNDRAISERS
Crab Feeds
School

Sports

Dance, Cheer,

Gymnastics or Band

Youth Groups
OTHER EVENTS
Birthda}’S, Sweet 16
Anniversaries

Reunions

Art Show, Gallcr}' Exhibit

Meetings, Conferences

Cha_mb cr Of CommﬁrCC
Events
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St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.
Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org
Office: 209-478-7564
Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton
Instagram: stbasil _stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org
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	3. Tithing is absolutely Orthodox. Some people say that tithing is not Orthodox. This is nonsense. Giving is Orthodox. Asceticism is Orthodox. Generosity is Orthodox. Ministry is Orthodox. Discipline is Orthodox. The purpose in tithing is not because it is an “absolute requirement” in order to be saved. It’s not. But how can we be saved if we do not nurture a truly generous heart? And how can we nurture that generous heart without becoming disciplined about giving all that we have? The Orthodox Church understands how to become disciplined. We understand asceticism. This is one of the best ways to do it.  Tithing was a minimum set up in the Old Covenant (and there were multiple tithes, equaling about 23%). 100% is the standard in the New Covenant (Acts 4), and when the Fathers talk about tithing, they say that because the New is superior to the Old, we give more than the Old Covenant people did. So perhaps it’s true that “tithing is not Orthodox.” But that’s not because we give less than 10%, but because we give more than 10%. God is merciful, of course, and if we’re not ready to meet that standard, we can work toward it. But are we working toward it? If not, let’s get on it. 4. Tithing becomes ministry. There are things that a parish would love to do but just can’t because they don’t have the money for it. Perhaps they could improve or repair the building or build a new one. They could start that iconography project. They could get an assistant priest. They could hire a youth director. They could give to charities. They could fund continuing education for the priest, the choir director, or other parish workers. They could bring in special speakers. They could sponsor kids to summer camp. They could sponsor people to go on pilgrimages. They could do a lot more outreach. They could feed the hungry and clothe the naked. The possibilities really are almost endless. The point is that God takes what we give, blesses it, and then returns it to us for our sanctification. When we give our money, God turns it into ministry. And sometimes ministry is just the most basic things, like keeping the priest from having an outside secular job, keeping health insurance in place for him and his family, paying the parish’s utility bills, buying supplies, etc. When we tithe, that’s what God does with our money. It doesn’t go to lining anyone’s pockets. Most clergy—not just Orthodox, but all clergy—are actually rather underpaid for their level of education, experience and the labor they put in. And almost none of them ever get a raise for preaching about tithing. And a lot of them are tithing themselves. In many parishes, the priest is one of the top givers, and he usually does it on a salary far below the parish average. 5. Tithing ends money problems for the parish, once and for all. If a mission parish has 25 tithing families who each make roughly the national average ($50k/yr.), the collective income for the parish would be $125k, which is usually plenty for a mission to function on. If a parish has 50 tithing families who make that average, pledge income would be $250k. We are now well above the income of most medium to small parishes. If there are 100 families who tithe like that, the income would be $500k. And they’re probably about to burn any mortgage, buy new land, build something new or start a new mission. Or maybe they’re hiring a couple more clergy, a secretary, etc.
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