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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we approach the middle of 2026, I want to ask everyone to reflect on Stewardship. Stewardship is not

just important to our Church, but it is also important to our faith. Stewardship promotes our spiritual

growth because it shows accountability, reverence, and responsibility before God.  As Orthodox Christians,

we believe that all things in our lives are gifts from God. Stewardship is the act of giving back to God what

God has given to us.

As many of you know, our Church is facing some difficult financial times. In the budget, the Parish

Council put in $300,000 for Stewardship, which is a number that the Stewardship Team has traditionally

been able to meet, and we are on track to achieve as of now. However, this amount of Stewardship will still

leave us with a deficit of $135,000. As Stewardship is one of the primary, and most easily influenced

sources of income for the Church, we need to raise $435,000 in Stewardship to balance the budget.

However, this isn’t the Stewardship Team’s final goal. I believe that having a second Priest at our Church

has been a very positive thing. Yet keeping a second Priest on staff at our Church costs money. Right now,

our second Priest is being covered by a very generous donor, but that money will only last until the fall of

2027. When it runs out, if we are not raising the money we need in Stewardship to cover the cost of a

second Priest, then we will not be able to afford to keep one. So the Stewardship Team has made it our goal

to raise $600,000 in Stewardship. This will not only cover the deficit, but also account for the cost of a

second Priest. 

Now, I know that $600,000 number can be very daunting. How can we ever hope to achieve a number like

that? As an engineer, I work well with numbers, so let me try to break down this number for you. Our

parish has about 350 individual adults or families that make up our parish. IF we were to divide our

Stewardship goal equally amongst all parishioners, that would equate to $1,700 per person or family. I AM

NOT asking everyone to just give $1,700. I recognize that everyone in our parish are in different financial

situations, and the amount we give in Stewardship can vary greatly. So let me leave you with one last set of

numbers. The median income in San Joaquin county is $90,000, and we can use that to guide where we fall

with Stewardship. If your income is higher than $90,000, then consider giving more than $1,700. If your
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income is lower, then you do what you can to get close to $1,700. I do want to point out though, that

$1,700 of $90,000 is just 1.9%. Biblically, we are called to tithe, which is 10%. Our Church has

traditionally asked for 2-5%. I want you to understand that if our parish gave just 1.9%, we would meet

our ultimate goal of $600,000.

So again, I want to ask each of you to reflect on your Stewardship. Compare what you give to the numbers

I have provided. In the short time I have been on the Stewardship Team, I have had many individuals ask

me what my plan is to raise Stewardship. Ultimately, the plan is you. Stewardship is the money that people

like you give to the Church. You, the people of this Parish, have the ability to directly influence the

amount of Stewardship money this Church receives, and only through your generous donations can we

continue to thrive in our faith.

In Christ’s love, Paolo Mariani and the Stewardship Team

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online


Sunday, May 17, 2026

End of the Year Sunday School Recognition & 
Scholarship Sunday

Mother’s Day Brunch
Sunday, May 10, 2026



End of Year GOYA (Teen) Night
Sunday, May 31, 2026



Dear Parish Family and Friends, 
 

We joyfully invite you to the Saint Anastasia Fellowship Addiction Support Group and the Paraklesis
(prayer service) to Saint Anastasia that follows, here at Saint Basil Greek Orthodox Church in Stockton. 

 
The Addiction Support Group is a safe, confidential and supportive environment especially for those

dealing with addiction—both to substances and to harmful behaviors—though everyone is warmly
welcome to attend. In addition to the healing power of communal support, you will be taught patristic

wisdom in very practical terms to aid your journey of healing and recovery. 
 

The Paraklesis to Saint Anastasia, is for the entire parish, whether you attend the support group or not.
It is a powerful communal prayer service where the community gathers to call upon God for healing

through the intercessions of Saint Anastasia, known as “Pharmakolytria” the Deliverer from Addictions.
Saint Anastasia, a 4th-century healer and martyr, especially intercedes for those battling addictions and

harmful substances. This service forms the liturgical heart of the Saint Anastasia Fellowship, the
official Addictions Ministry of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America. It offers Christ-centered

prayer grounded in our Orthodox Faith and is often concluded with the sacrament of Holy Unction for
the healing of soul and body when a priest is present. 

 
All are warmly welcome to the Paraklesis—especially those struggling with addiction, their family

members, and loved ones. 

Upcoming Schedule:  

Addiction Support Group at 6:00 PM, followed by the Paraklesis Service at 7:30 PM on:  
 

• Sunday, June 14, 2026 (the 2nd Sunday in June)  

• Sunday, July 12, 2026 (the 2nd Sunday in July)  

• Sunday, July 26, 2026 (the 4th Sunday in July) 

Come experience the healing power of prayer and community in a supportive Orthodox environment.
No one comes to this ministry alone. 

 
For more information, please contact the church office or Michael Fields at 209-817-1913 or

michael.fields44@proton.me. 

We look forward to praying with you! ☦ 

SAINT ANASTASIA FELLOWSHIP:
 ADDICTION RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP



If you have any questions, please contact Pres. Angie at angiesotiras@gmail.com





Faith-Based Initiative for Inclusion in the Orthodox Church

This initiative is deeply personal to me as both a
mother of an adult son with Down Syndrome and
Congenital Heart Disease and as a nurse who has
spent decades advocating for compassionate,
competent care for people with intellectual and
developmental disabilities. My son’s lived experience
has shaped my understanding of how profoundly
faith communities can either uplift families or
unintentionally exclude them. As part of the
Philoptochos Circle of Service at Saint Basil Greek
Orthodox Church, we have established a new Special
Abilities Ministry, “Project Sam,” dedicated to
reconnecting and supporting individuals with
disabilities and their families within the life of the
Orthodox Church. Through my professional work
and personal journey, I am committed to helping the
Orthodox Church become a place where families like
mine are not merely accommodated, but fully
embraced, supported, and spiritually nourished.



Community News - About Our Family
At the Metropolis Oratorical Festival held at Saint
Nicholas Ranch at the Life-Giving Spring
Monastery, Abed Hanania and Noah Frank
proudly represented our parish at the Metropolis
level competition. Both of them demonstrated
dedication and courage as they competed alongside
participants from across the metropolis. While they
did not place this year, we are proud of their hard
work, preparation, and willingness to represent
our parish and community with excellence.
Congratulations to Abed and Noah on this
wonderful accomplishment!

Dean’s Dream

On June 3, 2026, Constantine (Dean) Koulouris,

son of Gracie Koulouris and grandson of Peter and

Lori Koulouris, will be travelling to Cooperstown,

NY., the Birthplace of Baseball, to participate in the

annual Cooperstown All Star Village national

baseball tournament against teams from all over

the country. 

He and his Stockton-based championship travel

ball baseball team, Prospect209, have been

preparing for this event since Spring 2024.

(Pictured on the right is Dean with his Prospect209

championship ring).

Dean plays first base and center field, but his first

love is pitching, where has dominated, having

developed a very effective knuckleball that has

proven to be very difficult to hit. Congratulations,
Constantine, and good luck in Cooperstown! 





Charles (CJ) & Yumi Frank
Ray & Anastasia Fulton
Rick & Debbie Gaines
Eddie & Elena Garcia
Aaron & Helen Garner
Emanuel Geralis
William & Angela Gibson
Sofia Giourousis
Elias & Rana Goriye
Edward & Sali Graham
Scott & Abigail Gregory
Jeries & Diana Hanania
William & Sylvia Heinrich
Xynxyl & Jacklyne Hutchins
Barbara Johns
Sherri Jones
Tommy Jones
Sandra Jouthas
Celeste Kaischi
Kostas & Dimitra Kapiniaris
Mark & Lisa Kapogiannis
Elaine Karles
Robert & Katherine Kassab
Alan & Angelina Keigley
Elaine Kluve
George & Marjeta Konini
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Konstantelos
Demetra Kouchis
Gracie Koulouris
Peter & Lori Koulouris
Kosta & Vaso Koutsoulis
Nasi & Katie Koutsoulis
Ghazwan Krnfli & Barea Ghandour
Anastasios Laios
Leo & Vasiliki Lewis
Michael & Beth Louis
Gayle Maduros
Percy & Renee Maragos

Jermiah Alba
Ruth Alexander
Georgia Aliferis
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Harriet Anagnos
John Anagnos
Popi Anagnos
Steven Anagnos
Buck & Mary Carroll-Bandy
Aram Berberian
Ron & Dea Berberian
Paul & Stephanie Bestolarides 
Ted & Kelley Bestolarides
Jim & Terri Blum
Constantine Bordakas
John & Sunday Borges
Jim & Mary Bravos
Theodore Carademos
Stephan & Jodie Chiarchianis
Tom and Deana Chiarchianis
George & Janice Chimiklis
Emily Clifford
Michael & Stephanie Craig
George & Victoria Crosthwaite
Fr. Gabriel & Pres Iulia Cupsa
Michael & Gia Duffy
Economou Family
Enoch Family
Katy Everly
Denise Facaros
Charles & Dawn Faris
Kathleen Farros-Hoeppner & Family
Georgios Fidentzis
Ilias & Lisa Fidentzis
Michael & Edna Fields
William & Susan Filios
Barbara Frances
Michael & Pat Frangadakis

(Basilian list updated as of 4/30/2026)



Gary & Deana Mariani
Paolo Mariani
Jose Martinez
Elizabeth Panos Mazzeo
Michael McKiever
Solomon & Christine Mourad
Sandra Myers
Steve Nicolaou
Angela O’Connor
Mark & Lenna Padadimatos
Kimberly Palacioz
JoAnne Panagopoulos
Nick & Angelina Panos
Pete & Penny Panos
Alexis Papachristos
Vicki Papachristos
Dimetra Papadogiannis
Chris Papas
John S. & Paula Pappas
Don & Cynthia Pascarella
George Pascut
Alfredo Perez
Katine Peris
Helen Perlegos
Rodica Petrea
Gianis Polizogopoulos
Antonia Prescott
Paris & Kelly Proestakis
Dr. Charles & Liberty Ramirez
Liliana & Elena Rebegeanu
Garen Rishard
Kerie Rishwain
Raymond & Georgianna Rishwain
Jim & Evie Robinson
Paula Robinson

Gus & Catherine Ropalidis
Barry & Alexis Ruhl 
Stephen Saturno
Carley Sawatsky
Alexandra Schoonover
John & Rose Siliverdis
Tracey Sittig
Evette Sola
Fr. Pete & Pres Angie Sotiris
Alex & Faye Spanos (In Loving Memory)
James Spanos
William & Maria Stamos
Maria Stefan
Brandon & Maria Taylor
Dino Theodoratos
Shamla Tounou
Phyllis Trachiotis
Paul & Christine Tsampis
Mike Tsarnas
Eraclis & Marianthe Tsirelas
Joann Tsirelas
John Tsirelas
Niki Tsirelas
Juan & Kelly Valenzuela
Donna Vasiliou
Anthony & Danielle Vasquez
Rodama & Vasilios Veziris
Jerry Victor
Kathy Walkowiec
Steven J. Walton
Gary & Christine Wiebe
Leah Xanttopulos
Bobbe Xenos
Emmanouel Yeralis

(Basilian list updated as of 4/30/2026)



Basilian Angels

Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Danny Bestolarides
Jim & Mary Bravos
Michael & Edna Fields

Dean & Maria Poullos
Steven J. Walton
Pete & Valli Wigt

Emanuel Geralis
Pete & Penny Panos
Katina Peris
Helen Perlegos

(Basilian list updated as of 4/30/2026)

Thank you to our Basilian Angels.  Your sponsorship helps us share news, events and
resources that strengthen our church family and reach our wider community.

Please consider becoming a Basilian Angel.  We welcome any donation.





Call the office at (209) 478 - 7564
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

Basilian Booster’s

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org
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St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org
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