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Dear Faithful and Friends of St. Basil,

As was communicated last month, the donation which supports the second Priest position will only last

through this December, rather than the Fall of 2027 as we had initially planned. The Parish Council

informed His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of this unexpected development and it is our belief that

Fr. Gabriel will be reassigned to another parish in our Metropolis this fall - most likely October 1.

At the time of printing for this issue of the Basilian, we have not yet received official communication of

this reassignment. Once we do, we will communicate this information to everyone.

While we are all saddened to lose Fr. Gabriel, Pres. Iulia and David Gabriel—and they are equally

saddened to be leaving us - we should be comforted by the fact that the parish they anticipate moving to

will be a very good situation for them both personally and for Fr. Gabriel’s own vocational growth. 

We can also take pride in the fact that we provided Fr. Gabriel and his family their very first parish

assignment, one where Fr. Gabriel became a Deacon then Priest, and where he grew in his pastoral

ministry. We also provided them the opportunity to begin their process of achieving permanent status in

this country, and one which we will be praying reaches its fulfillment.

More will be said when we honor the Cupsa family on Sunday, September 27 after the Divine Liturgy

(see the flyer in this issue on the first page for further details). Please be sure to make reservations, as I

anticipate the luncheon to be very well attended, and without reservations, your seat will not be secured.

May our Lord continue to watch over Fr. Gabriel, Pres. Iulia and David Gabriel, and may He bless them

always!

With love in our Lord,

Fr. Pete

UPDATE ON FR. GABRIEL REASSIGNMENT



Celebrating a New Ecclesiastical Year Through Faith, Fellowship and Philoxenia

Each September, as we welcome the beginning of another school year and the changing of the seasons, the

Orthodox Church also begins something very special: a new Ecclesiastical Year.

September 1 marks the beginning of the Orthodox Church calendar. It is a time of renewal—a new beginning in our

life of faith and an opportunity to reflect on the blessings of the year that has passed while looking forward with

hope to the year ahead.

It is particularly meaningful that our St. Basil Greek Food Festival takes place at this same time of year.

Our Festival is much more than three days of wonderful Greek food, music, dancing and entertainment. At its heart,

it is an expression of who we are as a parish and what we have been blessed to inherit from generations

before us. It is an opportunity to open the doors of our church and share our faith, our traditions and our culture

with our friends, neighbors and the entire community. The Greek word philoxenia is often translated as

"hospitality," but its meaning goes much deeper. It is the welcoming of the stranger as a friend. It is the spirit of

generosity and warmth that says, "Come in. Share our table. You are welcome here." That spirit is at the very heart

of our Festival.

As we begin a new Ecclesiastical Year, our Festival reminds us that our Orthodox faith is not something we keep

behind the doors of our church. It is something we live, celebrate and share. The food prepared with love, the

music and dancing, the fellowship around the tables and the opportunity to introduce our church to those who have

never experienced it are all ways of giving thanks for God's blessings. Our Festival also represents an important

connection between generations. Many of the traditions we share today were passed down to us by our parents,

grandparents and those who came before them. Through the Festival, we have the privilege—and the responsibility

—of passing those traditions on to our children and grandchildren. So, as we begin this new Ecclesiastical Year, let

us give thanks for our parish, for our families, for our volunteers and for the countless blessings God has given us.

And let us remember that when we welcome thousands of people to our Festival, we are doing more than serving a

plate of Greek food. We are opening our hearts, sharing our heritage and offering a glimpse of the joy and

fellowship found within our Orthodox Christian community.

May this new Ecclesiastical Year bring peace, health and God's blessings to our families and our entire St. Basil

parish community.

And may our Festival once again be a celebration of faith, family, friendship and philoxenia.

May we have a blessed and fruitful New Ecclesiastical Year!

Peter Koulouris

President, Parish Council

St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church

PARISH COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S
MESSAGE



September 1st marks the beginning of the ecclesiastical year and the cycle of celebrations and

observances that connect our past, present, and future as Orthodox Christians. Many people have returned

from breaks and vacations, ready to begin a new year of learning, activities, and opportunities. 

This shared sense of beginning, which touches many areas of our lives, is essential to our relationship with

God and to the way we practice our Orthodox faith each day. As we begin a new ecclesiastical year and

anticipate the blessings that come through worship and service, we are also called to begin each day with

faith and confidence in what God can accomplish in and through our lives. 

We often hear the word stewardship used in the Church, and we generally understand it as offering

financial support. Yet stewardship involves more than giving money. It includes recognizing the treasures

and talents we have received and offering them faithfully to God.

Among the greatest treasures entrusted to us is our Orthodox Christian faith and tradition. They guide our

worship, shape our values, and inform every aspect of our lives. Preserving and sharing this inheritance is

an important responsibility. In the parable of the talents, a master entrusts portions of his treasure to three

servants before leaving on a long journey. When he returns, he asks each servant to account for what was

done with that gift. To those who used and multiplied what they had received, he says, “Well done, good

and faithful servant.”

At the conclusion of the parable, Jesus teaches, “From everyone to whom much has been given, much will

be required; and from the one to whom much has been entrusted, even more will be demanded (Luke

12:48).” 

We should not be afraid, nor should we force ourselves into responsibilities for which we are unprepared.

God has blessed each of us with particular gifts and abilities. He will place people and opportunities in our

path, and if we remain open to Him, He can use us in ways we may never have imagined to strengthen and

share our faith.

BEGINNING THE
ECCLESIASTICAL YEAR



STEWARDSHIPSTEWARDSHIP

Donate

TO MAKE A GIFT TODAY, SIMPLY USE THE QR CODES
BELOW.  

TO MAKE A GIFT TODAY, SIMPLY USE THE QR CODES
BELOW.  

Stewardship Card

-THE JOY OF GIVING OUR BEST GIFT!-

https://gosaintbasil.breezechms.com/give/online


Greek Food Festival Work Parties

The Feast of the Dormition of the Theotokos
August 15, 2026

We extend our appreciation to
Demetra Veziris and the other
wonderful ladies who lovingly

created the beautiful
Kouvouklion for the Dormition

of the Mother of God. Their
time, talent, dedication, and

devotion created a truly
beautiful offering to honor the
Panagia. May God bless their

efforts!









 September 22nd thru October 13th, 6-8 pm in the Hall, drop- ins welcome.





Sunday School at St Basil’s will start Sunday, September 27. Please be
sure to register your child with Veronica Falcinella or on the church

website/scanning the QR Code.

Parents are to accompany their child to the first day of classes and
then go to the Hall to meet with the Sunday School Director.

We are excited and honored to be entrusted with the opportunity to
share the love of Christ with your child.

SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 27!SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 27!SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 27!SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 27!



Dear Parish Family and Friends, 
 

The St. Anastasia Fellowship continues its quiet work of support, prayer, and hope for those struggling
with addiction and for the families who love them.

We now have 15 members walking this path together. This summer, Michael and Edna Fields were
blessed to attend the National Clergy-Laity Congress in Cleveland, where Michael was able to assist at
the St. Anastasia Fellowship vendor booth. He returned to Stockton with the latest materials from the
Archdiocese, which will help strengthen our local ministry.

In September we will meet on the 1st (Sept. 6th ) and 4th (Sept. 27) Sundays:

 6:00 pm – Support Group in the Fireside Room
 7:15 pm – Paraklesis Prayer Service in the church

All are welcome to the Paraklesis prayer service, whether or not they attend the support group. Come
to pray for yourself or for a loved one. You may also submit the first names of anyone—Orthodox or
not—whom you would like remembered in prayer during the service. On evenings that a priest is
present, the Sacrament of Holy Unction is offered for Orthodox. Those present who are not yet
Orthodox will receive a special non-sacramental blessing. 

St. Anastasia is known as the Deliverer from Addictions, and has also been called the Deliverer from
Potions. Through her intercessions and the mercy of Christ, may those who suffer find healing, and
may those who love them find strength. Come join us. You will be warmly welcomed.

For more information, please contact the church office or Michael Fields at 209-817-1913 or
michael.fields44@proton.me. 

We look forward to praying with you! ☦️ 

SAINT ANASTASIA FELLOWSHIP:
 ADDICTION RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP



BOOKSTORE NEWS
I am excited to share with our parishioners A NEW BOOK!  THE HOLY BIBLE FOR

ORTHODOX CHILDREN –
VOLUME 1 THE HOLY GOSPELS!

Retold in English from the Original Greek text
by Dionysios and Eglė-Ekaterine Potamitis.

For daily reading of the Holy Bible for the Orthodox family.

A CHILD’S SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT AND GROWTH ARE NOT COMPLETE IF WE DO NOT TEACH THEM
THE HOLY BIBLE, ALL 76 BOOKS, THE 27 BOOKS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT, AND THE 49 (FORTY-NINE)

BOOKS OF THE OLD TESTAMENT.

Coming in
October -TBD





The Reverend Father Constantine Efstathiu
60th Anniversary of His Ordination to the Holy Priesthood

By Fr. John Kocolas, Proistamenos of the Nativity of Christ in Novato, CA

Today is truly a blessed and historic day as we not

only gather to celebrate the Resurrection of our

Lord and Apodosis of the Dormition of the

Theotokos, but also to commemorate 60 years of

faithful service to the Holy Priesthood of Fr.

Constantine Efstathiu. St. John Chrysostom, in

speaking of the sacred calling of the priesthood,

reminds us of the extraordinary dignity and

responsibility entrusted to the priest. He writes that

the priesthood is exercised here on earth, but that it

belongs to the heavenly order. The priest stands

before God and becomes an instrument of His

grace, to give his life for the spiritual care and

salvation of God's people. Sixty years ago, a young

Constantine Efstathiu answered that calling.

On Sunday, August 28, 1966, Father Constantine

was ordained to the Holy Priesthood at St.

Anthony’s in Pasadena, California. His priestly

journey began with his first assignment at Holy

Trinity in San Francisco, under the tutelage and

guidance of the late Father Anthony Costuros. He

then went on to serve the faithful of St. Basil’s in

Stockton. And then, by God’s Divine providence, he

was assigned to Nativity of Christ. Sixty years is

more than a milestone Fr. Constantine. It is six  

decades of offering yourself to Christ by standing

before the holy altar, baptizing, marrying, burying,

teaching, comforting, encouraging, praying, and

walking alongside generations of the faithful.

For sixty years, families have known you as their

priest. Children who came to you as young altar

boys and Sunday School students have now grown

to be priests, Sunday School teachers, Parish

Council members, parents, and grandparents. 

You have celebrated with them in moments of joy
and prayed with them in moments of sorrow.have
celebrated with them in moments of joy and prayed
with them in moments of sorrow.
The faithful of Nativity of Christ give glory to God
for granting you the health and strength to
continue your service, but we also thank you, Fr.
Constantine, for the example of love and humility
you have displayed particularly to this Parish these
last 42 years. 
We thank you for the prayers that no one has seen,
the acts of kindness that may never have been
acknowledged, and the countless lives that have
been touched by your priestly ministry. Through
your prayerful, humble, and joyful example, you
continue to inspire us all to know in our hearts that
God is real and that He loves us. 

The ministry of a priest however is never simply
the ministry of one person. It is a life that touches
an entire family. Throughout your priesthood, you
have also been blessed with the support, and
encouragement of your beloved wife, Presvytera
Kandiana, who answered that call alongside you 60
years ago, and shared in the sacrifices, challenges,
and blessings of a life dedicated to the Church.
We recognize and honor the memory of Presvytera
and fondly remember her faithful love, support,
and companionship throughout your life together.

We are also grateful to your children and
grandchildren who just so happen to be here today
to celebrate this occasion with you.... What a
tremendous blessing it is that just yesterday, you
were given the joy of marrying your
granddaughter, and just the day before yesterday,
the blessing of baptizing your great-grandson.



What a beautiful testimony to a life of priestly
service: to have witnessed generations of your
family grow in the faith and worship Christ
duringthe most special moments of their lives
through the sacred sacraments of the Church. Your
family’s love, support, and sacrifice have been part
of your priestly ministry in ways that only you truly
know. May God continue to bless you Fr.
Constantine with health, steadfast faith, and, most
importantly, the knowledge that your life and your
service have touched countless people and
continue to bear fruit for generations who give all
glory and praise to our Lord Jesus Christ. On behalf
of our parish family, and all who love you: 

Axios! Axios! Axios!



Basilian Angels
Angelo & Olympia Anagnos
Danny Bestolarides
Jim & Mary Bravos
Michael & Edna Fields

Dean & Maria Poullos
Steven J. Walton
Pete & Valli Wigt

Emanuel Geralis
Pete & Penny Panos
Katina Peris
Helen Perlegos

(Basilian list updated as of 6/30/2026)

Thank you to our Basilian Angels.  Your sponsorship helps us share news, events and resources that
strengthen our church family and reach our wider community.

Basilian Booster’s

The Stewardship List is currently being updated and will be included in
the next edition of The Basilian. Thank you for your understanding.



Call the office at (209) 478 - 7564
or email HallRental@gosaintbasil.org

Hall Rental Information

If you would like to advertise
your business in the 

Basilian, please send your
requests or questions to
Basilian@gosaintbasil.org
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St. Basil Greek Orthodox Church
920 W. March Ln.

Stockton, CA 95207

Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org

Office: 209-478-7564
 Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton

Instagram: stbasil_stockton
Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org

Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org

 Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org


	THE BASILIAN
	SEPTEMBER 2026
	VOLUME 26, ISSUE 9
	MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF THE ST. BASIL GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
	IN THIS ISSUE
	Stewardship
	Ministry Sunday
	Greek Food Festival
	Journey to Fullness
	Clothing Drive
	St. Anastasia Ministry
	GOYA Kick-Off
	Men’s Fellowship
	Ladies Book Club
	Kitchen Wishlist
	Bookstore News
	Fr. Efstathiu Anniversary
	Metropolis Young Adult Fall Retreat


	September 22nd thru October 13th, 6-8 pm in the Hall, drop- ins welcome.
	SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS SEPTEMBER 27!
	SAINT ANASTASIA FELLOWSHIP:
	ADDICTION RECOVERY SUPPORT GROUP
	Dear Parish Family and Friends,
	In September we will meet on the 1st (Sept. 6th ) and 4th (Sept. 27) Sundays:
	6:00 pm – Support Group in the Fireside Room
	7:15 pm – Paraklesis Prayer Service in the church



	The Reverend Father Constantine Efstathiu
	60th Anniversary of His Ordination to the Holy Priesthood
	By Fr. John Kocolas, Proistamenos of the Nativity of Christ in Novato, CA


	Axios! Axios! Axios!
	If you would like to advertise your business in the
	Basilian, please send your requests or questions to Basilian@gosaintbasil.org

	Hall Rental Information
	St. Anastasia Ministry, 6pm
	St. Anastasia Ministry, 6pm
	Church Website: gosaintbasil.org
	E-mail: office@gosaintbasil.org
	Office: 209-478-7564
	Facebook: @StBasilGOCStockton
	Instagram: stbasil_stockton
	Basilian email: basilian@gosaintbasil.org
	Rev. Fr. Panagiotis Sotiras, Parish Priest
	frsotiras@gosaintbasil.org
	Rev. Fr. Gabriel Cupsa, Assistant Priest
	frgabriel@gosaintbasil.org

